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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



K 



eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in this month's 
one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Home Theater 

Insignia Advanced Series 
Connected Blu-ray Disc Player 

Insignia Advanced Series LCD 
HDTVs 

Mitsubishi 249 Series LCD HDTVs 
See page 22 

Sanus Super Slim Mounts 
See page 8 

Sony Altus Wireless Music System 
Seepage 10 

Digital Imaging 

Canon VIXIA HF21 Camcorder 
See page 24 

Fujifilm FINEPIXJ38 Digital Camera 

m ~ 



Insignia NS-DSC10A and NS- 
DSC1 OB cameras 

Kodak EasyShare C182 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M341 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M381 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare Z91 5 Digital 
Camera 

Olympus FE-4010 Digital Camera 
See page 39 

Olympus STYLUS 7010 Digital 
Camera 
See page 38 

Samsung TL220 Digital Camera 
See page 28 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 Digital 
Camera 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-HX1 Digital 
Camera 

Computers 

Brother MFC-255cw Wireless 
Inkjet All-in-One Printer 



Portable Devices 

CradlePoint CTR350 3G Mobile 
Broadband Travel Router 



Jabra HALO 

■ See page 65 and 71 

Zoombak Universal GPS Locator 

■ See page 72 

Game Titles 

• August 1 4 • 

Madden NFL 10 

• August 25* 
Batman: Arkham Asylum 

• September 1 • 
Guitar Hero 5 

• September 9 • 
The Beatles: Rock Band 

• September 22 • 
Halo 3: ODST 

• November 1 • 
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 

Movie & TV Releases 

• September 1 to 7 • 

"Braveheart" BD 

"Bring It On: Fight To The Finish" 
DVD & BD 

"Brothers & Sisters: Complete 
Third Season" DVD 

"Desperate Housewives: Complete 
Fifth Season" DVD 

"Earth" DVD & BD 

"Gladiator" BD 

"Heroes: Season 3" DVD & BD 

"Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmare: 
Complete Series 2" DVD 

"State Of Play" DVD &BD 

"Supernatural: The Complete 
Seasons 1-4" DVD 

• September 8 to 1 4 • 

"Bedknobs And Broomsticks" 
DVD 

"Catwoman" BD 

"Crank High Voltage" DVD & BD 

"Criminal Minds: Complete Fourth 
Season" DVD 

"Fringe: The Complete First 
Season" DVD & BD 

"Harper's Island" DVD 



"Parks & Recreation: Season One" 
DVD 

"Scream Triple Pack" DVD 

"The Office: Season Five" DVD & 
BD 

"Wow Wow Wubbzy: Wubbzy 
Goes Boo" DVD 

• September 15 to 21 • 

"Barbie And The Three 
Musketeers" DVD 

"Barney-Jungle Friends" DVD 

"Big Bang Theory: The Complete 
Second Season" 



"CSI: Miami Seventh Season" DVD 

"Fame" DVD 

"Grey's Anatomy: Complete Fifth 
Season" DVD 

"It's Always Sunny In Philadelphia: 
Season Four" DVD 

"Private Practice: Complete 
Second Season" DVD 

"Star Wars: The Clone Wars Clone 
Commandos" DVD 

"X-Men Origins: Wolverine" DVD 
&BD 

Musio Releases 

• September 1 to 7 • 

"Broad Street Bully" Beanie Sigel 

"Cotton" Sam Baker 

"Curse Your Branches" David 
Bazan 

"Dead Flowers" Miranda Lambert 

"Hit Mixes" Lady Gaga 

"Homestudio: Tony Tone 1" Tony 
Tone 

"Killer" Alice Cooper 



"Pretenders" The Pretenders 

"Telluride Live" John Cowan 

"Whitney Houston Smooth Jazz 
Tribute" Various Artists 

• September 8 to 1 4 • 

"#1's & Then Some" Brooks & 
Dunn 

"Bear" Stephen Kellogg & Sixers 

"Blueprint 3" Jay-Z 

"In Search Of Solid Ground" Saosin 

"Joy" Phish 




"Sound The Alarm" Howie Day 

"The White Album" The Beatles 

"Vigilance" Threat Signal 

"Welcome To The Masquerade" 
Thousand Foot Krutch 

"Yo La Tengo" Popular Songs 

• September 15 to 21 • 

"Anomaly" Ace Frehley 

"Beggars" Thrice 

"Endgame" Megadeth 

"Gallop Meets The Earth" Protest 
The Hero 

"Happy Hour" Uncle Kracker 

"Incident" Porcupine Tree 

"Levitate" Bruce Hornsby & The 
Noisemakers 

"My World" Justin Bieber 

"Resistance" Muse 

"Rockabye Baby! Lullaby 
Renditions..." Dennis Caplinger 
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► Gadgets & eReaders Section 
Coming Soon To Best Buy . . . 
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1 Gadgets & eReaders 1 
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Coming Soon! 
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For those who are always looking for the 
latest and greatest gadget or new forms 
of entertainment, Best Buy is introduc- 
ing a new category in its stores and on- 
line this fall that is just for you. The 
Gadgets & eReaders section will feature 
dozens of fun and new products that 
deliver "entertainment for the mind." 
Products you can expect to see include 
the latest eReaders, exclusive tech brain 
games, cutting-edge gadgets, and more. 
With this new section hitting stores and 
online before the holiday season, you're 
sure to find one or two great gift ideas 
for yourself or friends and family. 



► 



Users Speak Up For Voice Commands 

A recent survey of smartphone users conducted by Sanderson Studios revealed 
that folks prefer voice commands over the various interface 
methods used in smartphones. The survey found that 75% 
of people want to compose texts, search the Web, and 
make calls by speaking, rather than by navigating menus, 
typing, or using a touchscreen. The survey 
reports that users don't think typing 
and touching are particularly ar- 
duous, but performing these 
functions can be distracting in a 
variety of situations. By using 
voice commands, survey re- 
spondents admitted they could 
probably get more done and do 
more things at once. 





► 3D Ads In Your 
Face Sooner 
Than You Think 

According to a new Future- 
source Consulting study, auto- 
stereoscopic displays, or displays 
that let viewers see 3D images 
without wearing specialized 
glasses, will account for 8% of 
screens sold for commercial use 
by 2012. By 2015, that number 
will balloon to 30%. Researchers 
expect the eye-popping displays 
to appear in railway stations, 
airports, entertainment venues, 
and flagship retail stores initially. 
The analysts believe that the 
first living room-ready 3D TVs 
are still about five years away, 
but that leaves manufacturers 
and content providers plenty 
of time to perfect the 
technology. 
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HDTVs Without The HD 

According to Nielsen's July 2009 HD Television Household Estimates, the dif- 
ference between those who own HDTVs and those who own HDTVs and are 
receiving HD programming has narrowed slightly. The study reveals that 
46.3% of U.S. households own HDTVs with or without HD tuners built-in, yet 
35.9% of U.S. households are receiving HD programming on their sets. This 
means that currently, 10.4% of HDTV owners are not watching HD channels 
on their HDTVs. Comparatively, in July 2007, 18.9% of U.S. households had 
HDTVs and just 10.1% were getting HD channels. 



By the end of this year, the number of 
global telco/IPTV (Internet Protocol 
Television) subscribers will 
come close to 40 million. 
The reason for this pop- 
ulation explosion is due 
to multiple quality 
offerings, such as home- 
networking, converged enter- 
tainment and communications features, 
and other interactive services, such as 
on-demand media content. 

Source: Parks Associates 







Not All HDTVs Getting HD Channels 
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I Households 
w/ HDTVs 
receiving 1 
or more HD 
channels 

Households 
w/ HDTVs 



Web-based Video Takes Off 

According to the April survey by the Pew Research Center's Internet & 
American Life Project, watching online video has become a favorite activity 
for Web users. The study found that 62% of adult Internet wanderers watch 
online videos regularly or even just once on sites such as YouTube and Hulu. 
Comparatively, 46% of Web users have logged onto and used social net- 
working sites, such as Facebook. Those who claimed to post status updates to 
sites such as Twitter, even just once, accounted for just 11% of the sample. 




> 



According to a recent 
report, kids between the 
ages of 2 and 11 make 
up 9.5% of active Web 
users, or 16 million. Over 
the last five years, the online popula- 
tion of children has increased 18%, 
whereas the total Web population has 
increased by just 10% in the same span. 
Source: Nielsen 



A new report shows 
that U.S. consumers 
can't get enough of 
multi-function mobile 
devices. Apparently, roughly 
40% of consumers said they expect to 
purchase a single converged mobile de- 
vice, such as a smartphone or ultra- 
light laptop, in the next three months. 
Source: Data Development Worldwide 




Popular Activities Of Web Users 




Watch Online Video 



Use Social 
Networking Sites 



Use Twitter 
Or Share Updates 



In July, Parks Associates revealed that 
they expect more than 650 million 

households worldwide to 
subscribe to digital tele- 
vision service by 2013. 
Source: Parks Associates 
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Sanus' 



Super Slim 
Wall Mounts 



Perfect For Ultra-IR IbTVs 




Bo you want to mount 
your new flat-panel 
HDTV on a wall to 
give it a sleek "picture 
frame" appearance? 
You'll find tilt and 
swivel mounts require 
the HDTV to be placed several inches 
away from a wall, which can ruin the il- 
lusion that the TV is part of your wall. A 
flat HDTV wall mount, such as the 
VisionMount Super Slim models from 
Sanus, will give you the ability to install 
your TV less than an inch away from a 
wall. Sanus' VisionMount Super Slim 
mounts also include a variety of adjust- 
ment features that you won't find in 
other low-profile mounts. Here, we'll 
outline the benefits of Sanus' Vision- 
Mount Super Slim HDTV mounts. 

Model Comparison 

Current mounts in Sanus' Super Slim 
line include the ML11 and LL11 (www 
.sanus.com). The ML11 can handle TVs 
up to 100 pounds from 26 to 46 inches 
wide. The LL11 is designed for larger 
TVs, supporting TVs up to 150 pounds 
from 37 to 65 inches wide. Both 
models let you position the TV within 
0.55 inch of the wall. 

Measure Only Once 

Hanging large items on a wall and 
making them level is not an easy task. 
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Even if you use a level when installing a 
mount and TV, your HDTV's screen 
may not appear parallel with a fire- 
place mantle below it or perpendicular 
to the antique clock that tilts slightly 
to the left. Sanus' Super Slim mounts 
feature a unique design that solves this 
common installation problem by let- 
ting you shift your TV to tweak it's 
placement on the wall. The ML11 and 
LL11 also allow you to move the TV to 
the left or right and up or down half 
an inch. The micro adjustments give 
you the freedom to perfectly position 
your TV so that you can center it or 
adjust it to the same height as an ex- 
isting picture frame on the wall, all 
without dragging out your toolbox to 
completely reinstall the HDTV and 
wall bracket. 

Easy Access 

With some low-profile HDTV mounts, 
you may find that the limited space 
behind your flat-panel TV leaves you 
without access to your TV's cable con- 
nections. To overcome this problem, 
Sanus' Super Slim mounts include a 



ClickStand feature that lets you unlock 
the base of your TV by pulling a quick- 
release tab — while keeping the top 
locked to the bracket — to prop the TV 
open four inches away from the wall, 
giving you plenty of room to reach 
power cables or A/V hookups. 

Get Locked In 

Once you've got your HDTV situated 
where you want it and your cables 
connected, Sanus' Super Slim mounts 
make it easy to lock your TV back 
into the wall mount. Simply place 
your TV's bracket against the bottom 
of the wall mount until you hear 
an audible click that indicates that 
your TV is tightly secured to the 
wall plate. 

If you want an HDTV wall mount 
that gives you the freedom to posi- 
tion a flat-panel TV nearly flush 
with the wall, Sanus' VisionMount 
Super Slim mounts offer an incon- 
spicuous design as well as features that 
allow for a quick installation and easy 
adjustments. E3 



Does It Fit My TV? 

'he Sanus Super Slim mounts feature a universal mounting pattern that'll hold 
nearly any TV that fits within the mount's listed size and weight limitations. 
On Sanus' Web site, www.sanus.com, you can use the MountFinder tool on the 
left-hand side to see which Sanus mounts support your HDTV model. ^ 
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HOME THEATER 



HOW TO 



Buy Speakers 

Listen Up 





great HDTV deserves 
great home-theater 
speakers. What would 
a James Bond movie be 
like without the bom- 
bastic 007 theme song 
or the thud of heart-pounding explo- 
sions? And would you enjoy listening to 
a musical with a score that overpowers 
the singers' voices? To help you select 
the right speakers for your home the- 
ater, here are a few tips to keep in mind. 

HTB vs. Self-Configured 

You can purchase a complete speaker set 
and A/V receiver (the device that accepts 
audio and video from your home-theater 
equipment and sends audio signals to 
your speakers) in an HTB (home-theater 
in a box) or choose individual speakers 
and an A/V receiver yourself. Hand- 
picking the hardware will require some 
research, but this will give you the 



freedom to select the type of speakers 
you want (bookshelf, floor-standing, or 
in-wall), mix and match colors, and select 
the performance level of each speaker to 
suit your needs and blend the compo- 
nents with your room decor. On the flip 
side, HTBs simplify your surround-sound 
speaker purchase, but you'll be limited to 
a certain number of speakers, speaker 
type and color, and the amount of home- 
theater hardware you can connect to it. 

2, 5, Or 7? 

Whether you choose to assemble a 
speaker system yourself or purchase an 
HTB, you need to decide on the number 
of speaker channels, such as 2, 5.1, or 7.1, 
you want. The first digit indicates the 
number of speakers in a surround- 
sound audio setup; for example, A/V 
receivers and HTBs that support 7.1- 
channel surround sound send audio to 
one center, two front, two side, and two 



rear speakers. The second digit repre- 
sents whether or not a subwoofer 
speaker is included, which is designed to 
produce deep, rumbling audio. Most 
movie studios encode films with 5.1- 
channel audio, so 5.1-channel systems 
tend to be very popular. 

Choose Quality Over 
Quantity & Size 

With speakers, you generally get the 
audio quality that you pay for. To en- 
sure that you purchase the right audio 
components or system, test speakers in 
the store. You may find that a set with 
fewer speakers may produce richer 
tones than a setup with a higher 
number of speakers. 

Similarly, bigger speakers aren't guaran- 
teed to produce better sound than 
smaller speakers. For example, a high- 
quality bookshelf speaker may deliver 
crisper, more vibrant audio than a large 
floor-standing model. E3 

by Nathan Lake 

Have A Basis 
For Comparison 

Most electronics stores feature 
an isolated demo room, and 
you can often ask to hear familiar 
tracks or movies so you can assess 
the sound quality based on audio 
you know. Demo rooms feature 
the appropriate acoustics you need 
to differentiate one set of speakers 
from another. 
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HOME THEATER 



The Sony Altus 
Wireless Music Systems 

Whole House Audio Without Wires 



Biping audio through your 
home is a great way to 
create a fun, elegant, or re- 
laxing atmosphere. You 
can enhance the mood of 
a party with music in every 
room or listen to the game 
while you're in the kitchen grabbing a 
snack. And with the ability to switch be- 
tween an iPod and the radio, you won't 
have to negotiate with the kids over the 
music choices, because you can control 
what's playing in each room. 

Traditionally, whole home audio has been 
impractical due to the long sets of wire 
necessary to reach each room, construe- 
tion required to install and hide wires 
and speakers, and the use of expensive 
equipment to support multiroom audio. 



Sony's Altus Wireless Music Systems 
(prices vary; www.sonystyle.com/altus) let 
you simply plug an Altus speaker into any 
wall outlet— which connects wirelessly to 
a transmitter connected to your audio 
sources— drastically reducing the compli- 
cations of streaming audio to every 
corner in your home. The Sony Altus sys- 
tems are nationally available only through 
SonyStyle and Best Buy stores and offer a 
few different bundled wireless audio 
packages for streaming music from your 
Windows PC or iPod and home theater, 
so you can select a setup that suits the 
audio sources around your house. 

Going Room To Room 

The various Altus packages all feature 
Sony's S-AIR digital wireless technology, 



Sony Altus Multi-room Music System for PC 
$499.99 • www.sonystyle.com/altus 




which allows you to stream audio to 
up to 10 S-AIR speakers located up 
to 164 feet away from the device you 
want to stream. Detection of the 
speakers is automatic, so there's no dif- 
ficult setup process, and using the wire- 
less remote control, you can switch 
between audio sources. You can 
skip a song playing from your PC or 
iPod or navigate CD tracks and radio 
presets on your home-theater sys- 
tem, and the song title, artist, and 
album information will be displayed 
on the remote's LCD, so you can 
check and switch songs anywhere in 
the house. 

Source Choices 

The Sony Altus systems can be used to 
stream music from your iPod, Win- 
dows PC, and home-theater system. 

To start building your own wireless 
home audio setup, you can purchase 
individual system bundles that com- 
plement where you store your music 
and add to your system with addi- 
tional bundles later. 

Altus For Digital Music Fans 

Simply dock your iPod or iPhone to 
the included dock and pressing play 
on the remote, and the Sony Altus 
Wireless Multi-Room Music System 
For iPod Or iPhone ($699.99) can carry 
music to all the Altus speakers (two 
speakers included) in your home. If 
you want to enhance the bass of your 
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HOME THEATER 



Sony Altus Dock For iPod Plus Wireless Subwoofer 
$399.99 • www.sonystyle.com/altus 




music, Sony's Altus Dock For iPod Plus 
Wireless Subwoofer ($399.99) is a 
bundle worth considering. Both Sony 
Altus iPod options are convenient for 
guests who bring an iPod or iPhone 
with them. To play their favorite tracks 
on your wireless system, all they need 
to do is plug their portable Apple 
player into a dock. 

Altus For Computer 
Audiophiles 

If you prefer to store and play music 
on your PC, the Sony Altus Multi- 
Room Music System For PC ($499.99) 
and Altus Wireless Music Transmitter 
And Receiver For PC ($199.99) are the 
best starting points for Altus whole 
home audio. The Multi-Room Music 
System For PC is nearly identical to 
the Multi-Room Music System For 
iPod, except that the system trans- 
mits audio using a USB dongle rather 
than an iPod dock. It also includes 
Music Management software to ac- 
cess and manage the collection of 
tunes you keep on your computer. 
The Wireless Music Transmitter And 



Receiver For PC offers stereo audio 
outputs so that you can incorporate 
existing speakers in your home, such 
as a home-theater surround-sound 
system, as well as Altus wireless 
speakers, to create a whole house 
audio setup. 

Altus For BD Home Theater 

If you want to upgrade your home 
theater's sound system, the Blu-ray 
Disc Wireless Home Theater System 
(BDV-E500W) includes a BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) player, which doubles as a com- 
bination BD player A/V receiver that 
transmits wireless audio to two speak- 
ers placed toward the back of your en- 
tertainment room. Additionally, a 
wired center channel and two front 
channel speakers are in the package's 
configuration as well as an iPod dock. 

Speaker Options 

Most Altus bundles include at least 
one wireless speaker, and Sony gives 
you the freedom to purchase addi- 
tional speakers as you decide to 



expand your audio into other rooms 
in your house. Add-on speakers are 
available in two designs — the Wireless 
Socket Speaker ($149.95) and Pre- 
mium Speaker ($249.94). The Wireless 
Socket Speakers plug directly into any 
wall outlet. Because these speakers 
don't require you to hide wires or wall 
brackets, the Socket Speakers are ideal 
for rooms such as kitchens, bath- 
rooms, and other areas with limited 
space. The Wireless Premium Speakers 
give you a louder and richer sound 
that's ideal for large spaces, and with 
built-in bass, you'll hear the full range 
of highs and lows in songs. 

A Complete System 

Sony's Altus Wireless Music Systems 
takes the hassle out of traditional 
whole home audio setups. You can 
enjoy music throughout your home 
without drilling holes or stringing and 
concealing long wires. And because 
Sony gives you the tools to integrate 
your existing speakers, you can take 
full advantage of all the audio compo- 
nents you've already invested in. B3 
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Get The Best Audio 

What To Look For In HT Equipment 



Dhe phrase "don't leave 
money on the table" means 
you shouldn't shortchange 
yourself by not taking full 
advantage of your circum- 
stances. When it comes to 
your home theater, you 
want the maximum audio quality you 
can get from your movie discs. This re- 
sponsibility falls on your equipment. 

Movie DVDs and BDs (Blu-ray Discs) use 
various digital audio formats to store 
their soundtracks. Whether you can 
listen to a particular format on a disc 
depends on your disc player and/or 
your sound system. Furthermore, the 
cable connecting the two may affect 
whether you'll be able to hear the 
format at its intended level of quality. 
We'll tell you what to look for in a 
player, audio receiver, and cable to ac- 
cess the best sound on each type of 
movie disc in your home theater. 

DVDs 

DVD players and most audio receivers 
can play DVD soundtracks in the 
common Dolby Digital format. For the 
best DVD audio, either your player or 
receiver should decode DTS (Digital 
Theater System), as well. These are 
both lossy formats, meaning they leave 
out inaudible parts of the original 
soundtrack. They're also compressed 
(digitally compacted to take up less 
disc space) and must be decoded so 
you can hear them. 

If you set your DVD player to decode 
Dolby Digital or DTS instead of your 
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Rocketfish 8-foot HDMI Cable 

$79.99 

www.bestbuy.com 



audio receiver, then you'll hear the 
best sound through an HDMI (High- 
Definition Multimedia Interface), Co- 
axial digital (SPDIF, or Sony/Philips 
Digital Interface Format), or Optical 
digital (also SPDIF) cable. However, if 
you set your receiver to do the audio 



The Everyman's 
High-End Audio 
Format 

A ome BDs and DVDs come 

1 with lossless audio in the PCM 
(pulse code modulation) digital 
format. PCM isn't compressed like 
the other formats listed in this ar- 
ticle, such as DTS and Dolby 
Digital. It sounds as good as DTS- 
HD Master Audio and Dolby 
TrueHD, with the crucial distinc- 
tion that virtually any disc player 
and receiver can play it. 

PCM takes up a huge amount of 
disc space, but BD's large storage ca- 
pacity can handle it. Therefore, be- 
cause many Blu-ray Disc players 
can't decode high-end formats, more 
and more blockbuster BDs are ap- 
pearing wi ' " * " ~ 



decoding — especially for surround- 
sound audio — stick with HDMI. 

Blu-ray Discs 

BD supports many more audio formats. 
Not every BD player or receiver can de- 
code them all, although they can down- 
grade most advanced audio formats to 
ones they can play. Also, movie studios 
usually include at least one soundtrack 
in a commonly supported format, such 
as Dolby Digital, on each disc. 

Besides Dolby Digital and DTS, BDs sup- 
port higher-quality audio formats, such 
as the lossy and compressed Dolby 
Digital Plus as well as the compressed 
but lossless DTS-HD Master Audio and 
Dolby TrueHD on the high end. For the 
maximum audio experience, make sure 
that either your BD player or receiver 
supports all of these. 

As for a cable, a version 1.3 High Speed 
HDMI or later model will cover any of 
your BD high-def audio needs. Shop for 
a cable with a bandwidth rating of at 
least 10.2Gbps or one labeled with 
terms such as Deep Color or 120Hz. 03 

by Marty Sems 
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Create A Sleek 
Home-Theater Room 

Mount Your HDTV & Accessories 





all-mounting 
your home-the- 
ater equipment 
can free up space 
in your viewing 
room and add a 
stylish, modern 
flair. There are several types of mounts 
available that you can use to hang up 
your HDTV, surround-sound speakers, 
and other home-theater accessories. 

Hang Your HDTV 

No matter where you're sitting in your 
family room, a full-motion mount can 
provide you with the perfect HDTV 
viewing angle. Full-motion mounts can 
extend, retract, tilt, and swivel your TV, 
giving you the power to position the 
screen toward your favorite chair on 
gaming night or toward the couch 
during a weekend movie marathon. 

If your home-theater room is character- 
ized by a wall of windows, chances are 
you're fighting screen glare from the af- 
ternoon sun. A tilting mount can tilt up 
or down to help free your HDTV's 
screen of reflecting light. With a tilting 
mount, you won't have to strain your 
neck to see the TV when joining the 
kids on the living room floor in a movie- 
night campout. 

Using a wall mount can also increase the 
living space in your home-theater room. 
For example, low-profile mounts attach 
your HDTV nearly flush against the wall, 
so there is less of a chance the younger 



members of your family will bump into 
its protruding corners. Low-profile 
mounts are positioned at a fixed height 
and angle, which is perfect for when any 
of the seats in your home-theater room 
is the best seat in the house. 

Attach Your Accessories 

In addition to mounting your HDTV, 
home-theater speakers offer many 
placement options and can be in- 
stalled on your wall or ceiling to help 
keep your home theater free of clutter. 
And like HDTV mounts, speaker 
mounts can be full-motion or pivoting, 
so you can adjust your speakers to di- 
rect your favorite film's soundtrack to- 
ward your audience. 

Wall-mount shelves are perfect for 
storing the remainder of your home- 
theater equipment, such as your DVD 
or Blu-ray Disc player, A/V receiver, or 
CD player. Mountable shelves can be 
positioned to float beneath your wall- 
mounted HDTV, or wherever shelves 
are most convenient, giving you more 
options for the layout and decor of 
your home theater and making equip- 
ment more accessible. Most mount- 
able shelves have two levels so you can 




stack equipment to not only save 
space but also make your equipment 
more accessible. E3 

by Kris Glaser 



Conceal Your Cables 



nee you mount your HDTV and accessories, you'll want to hide the power 
and connection cables; otherwise, they can become an unsightly distraction 
that hangs down your wall. By installing and painting concealment panels, which 
attach to your wall via drywall screws or adhesive, you can achieve a clean and 
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Home-Theater 
Networking 

Take Your Living Room Online 




ore and more HD- 
TVs, BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) players, game 
consoles, and other 
home-theater equip- 
ment have been 
coming with sup- 
port for Internet connectivity. At the 
same time, more and more reasons are 
popping up to take your entertainment 
experience online. 

Video streaming of movies and TV shows 
is the obvious killer app here. Moreover, 
BD-Live lets you access special content 
online when you play a compatible Blu- 
ray Disc. There are multiplayer opportu- 
nities and game downloads for console 
users online as well as the customizable 
variety of Internet radio. 

We'll assume that your home-theater 
gear can take advantage of the Internet 
and that you have a broadband connec- 
tion with a wireless or wired network 
router. Let's look at ways to bring the 
two together. 

Wireless 

Wi-Fi spares you the effort of running a 
cable from your router to your HDTV or 
other device. A router and adapter sup- 
porting the 802.1 1n standard, also called 
Wireless-N, may give you the best re- 
sults because of its speed and ability to 
maintain a good signal. 

Some HDTVs and players have USB ports 
compatible with proprietary wireless 
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adapters. Plug one in and follow the 
manufacturer's directions to link it to 
your router. Soon, you'll be able to 
enjoy Internet video and other online 
goodies, according to the streaming ser- 
vices your equipment can access. Once 
your spouse gets a taste of instant movie 
rentals and TV shows on demand, he 
might stop hogging all the storage space 
on the DVR with recorded programs. 

Other gadgets called extenders can wire- 
lessly relay audio and video from a source 
in another room, such as an Internet- 
connected laptop or a disc player, to 



Wired Or Wireless: 
Which Is Better? 



poses, a wired connection is virt- 
ually always a better choice than 
typical wireless home-networking 
technology. The advantages of 
Ethernet and powerline networking 
include signal stability — especially 
with high-definition video streams — 
and a lack of latency, or delay. 

Wireless has a major advantage in 
ease of setup. However, even the best 
wireless system is subject to interfer- 
ence, which slows it down and can 
cause hiccups in the video. Also, it 
should be encrypted to keep free- 
loaders and hackers from accessing 
your data. Unfortunately, the pro- 
cessing of all of that encryption and 
decryption adds latency, which makes 
online eair' ^ 




Samsung LinkStick 

$79.99 

www.samsung.com 



your TV. Some even let you use the TV's 
remote to control the media playback 
from the source device. Expandable sys- 
tems let you buy more receivers to use 
with additional TVs, and others might in- 
clude extras such as a DVD player. Note 
that certain game consoles can double as 
media extenders, too. 

Wired 

Plenty of home-theater devices now 
come with Ethernet, or LAN, ports. If 
you can run a CAT 5, 5e, or 6 cable from 
your router or broadband modem to 
your entertainment gadget's LAN port, 
you'll have an inexpensive, reliable con- 
nection (see the "Wired Or Wireless: 
Which Is Better?" sidebar). 

Of course, many homes don't lend 
themselves to a retroactive cable layout. 
It might be a problem to hide a cable 
under carpet or route it through walls. In 
this case, try a powerline networking kit. 
This type of expandable network sends 
audio and video safely and securely to 
your home theater through your house's 
electrical outlets. Powerline networking 
provides the trustworthiness of Ethernet 
with the ease of setup of Wi-Fi. \H 

by Marty Sems 
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Home Theater 
Black Tie Protection 



Be Prepared For Football & Fall Programming 



D 



o guarantee that you 
don't miss the return of 
football and your favorite 
fall shows, don't think 
twice about protecting 
your home-theater equipment. By 
adding Geek Squad Black Tie Protec- 
tion to your 30-inch or larger TV pur- 
chases, you can expand warranty 
benefits beyond those provided by the 
manufacturer. "We noticed manu- 
facturer warranties were only really 
designed to cover the product," says 
Geek Squad Double Agent Derek 
Meister. "We started to look not just 



at the product, but at how you use 
the product." 

This philosophy is why Geek Squad 
Black Tie Protection offers two levels 
of protection on TVs— Standard and 
Premium. (See the "Geek Squad Black 
Tie Protection For TVs" chart below 
for more details.) 

The Geek Squad Black Tie Protection 
Standard Plan will keep your TV 
working at its peak performance, let- 
ting you enjoy your home theater with 
minimal downtime. Features such as 




GEEK SQUAD 
BLACK TIE 
PROTECTION 



For TVs 



Features 




Standard Plan 

(online and in-store) 


Premium Plan* 

(in-store only) 


Normal Wear & Tear 


Yes 


Yes 


Pixel Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Burn-In Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Projection TV Bulb Replacement 


Yes 


Yes 


No Lemon Policy 


Yes 


Yes 


Power Surge Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Reinstallation Of Your Product 


Yes 


Yes 


Remote Control Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Discount On Calibration 


No 


Yes 


Post-Repair Recalibration 


No 


Yes 


Telephone Troubleshooting (four per 


year) 


No 


Yes 


TV Loaner 


No 


Yes 



uniform pixel repair and burn-in cov- 
erage are offered with this plan. 

A step up is the Premium Plan, which has 
additional features to help prevent TV 
problems. Customers who purchase the 
Premium Plan in conjunction with calibra- 
tion services will receive a discount on cal- 
ibration. That means after your TV's initial 
calibration, future calibrations can be 
made if a repair is needed. 

And if your TV can't be fixed on the ini- 
tial visit, technicians provide a loaner TV 
on request. 03 

Why 

ISF-Certification 
Is Key 

Anyone can adjust the basic 
settings of an HDTV and 
claim that they've calibrated it, but 
only ISF-certified specialists have 
the training and tools to truly get 
the most out of an HDTV. They 
can access settings that are normally 
off-limits using a TV's service menu 
to fine-tune every aspect of the 
picture, and they also use a 
sophisticated package of calibration 
hardware and software to test 
their adjustments and make sure 
they conform to industry standards. 
A typical ISF-certified calibration 
session can cost hundreds of 
dollars all by itself, but it's just 
one component of a complete 
Black Tie Protection package. • 



¥ Only 30-inch and larger TVs qualify 
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THINGS TO KNOW 




HOME-THEATER FURNITURE 



Q 



How should I choose a TV stand? 



Most stands are sold as suitable for a particular diag 
onal TV screen size. It's also critical to verify that a 
stand can hold your TV's weight. 



Q 



What other features should I look for in a TV stand? 



Enough room for your A/V equipment, such as 
any set-top boxes, your disc player, audio receiver, 

and game console. Also, some stands have raised flat- 

panel TV mounts. 



Q 



What is an A/V tower? 



This is a slim stack of shelves designed to hold your disc 
player, audio receiver, and other A/V gear and perhaps 
some movies and games. 



Q 



Are there any special features available in both TV 
stands and A/V towers? 



Some have cable management systems. These use chan- 
nels, clips, and/or other means to keep your electronic 
equipment's cables out of sight. 



Q 



What's the first step in buying a wall mount for an 
HDTV? 



Narrow down the mounts designed to support your 
TV's diagonal screen size and/or weight. The latter is 
the more crucial. 



O After matching screen size and weight, how 
else can I verify that a mount will work with 
my TV? 

The mount's hole pattern should match the mounting 
holes on the back of your TV. 



Q 



What kind of wall mount should I buy? 



Unless your HDTV is very large and heavy, consider a 
tilting or full-motion mount. These allow you to ma- 
neuver the TV to avoid glare, among other things. 



Q 



What should I shop for when looking for a disc 
storage tower? 



Consider its capacity (adjustable shelves can affect 
this), whether it's a fixed or rotating design, and 
whether you prefer doors or open shelves. 



Q 



What makes a chair or sofa "home-theater furniture"? 



Generally, a cupholder is the key feature, just like in a 
movie theater seat. Some high-end home-theater re- 
cliners even include massage features. 



Q 



What is gaming furniture? 



This term describes casual chairs that are very low to 
the floor and that usually have striking aesthetic de- 
signs. Many have speakers and subwoofers built in so users 
can literally feel the sound of their favorite games. 



Q 



What should I look for in speaker stands? 



Besides design, color, and height, look at the cable 
management features in a set of speaker stands. There 
are freestanding and tabletop models available. 



Q 



What are freestanding speaker stands? 



These rest on the floor and are tall enough to suspend 
the speaker at about ear level for an adult sitting down. 
This is the recommended speaker height for a home theater. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 




LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. CCFLs 
(cold cathode fluorescent 
lamps) are the most common, 
but LEDs are the latest back- 
light technology to hit the 
LCD scene. (See the "LED" 
section for more info on 
LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisons. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 



LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use one 
of two LED backlight tech- 
nologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen in 
a grid pattern, letting the 
TV dim certain LEDs for 
the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is di- 
rected toward the center 
of the screen. Edge-lit 
models cost less than 
full-array sets and are a 
lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harmful 
mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known for 
their deep blacks and crisp 
whites and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll see 
some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to large 

screen sizes— typically 50 inches or 

greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (65 inches and 
larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to 
mount on a wall. 



• RPTVs require costly lamp replace- 
ments every few years 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a cine- 
matic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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HDTV Glossary 




alderdash! OK, HDTV 
jargon isn't quite that bad, 
but there are a few terms 
that every shopper needs 
to know. Here is your 
cheat sheet. 



aspect ratio— Put simply, it's the shape 
of the TV's screen. An HDTV has a wider 
picture than a traditional TV of the 
same vertical screen height. An HDTV 
has a 16:9 aspect ratio, meaning that if 
its screen were 16 inches wide, it would 
be 9 inches tall. A regular 4:3 TV screen 
would be 12 inches wide at the same 9- 
inch height. 

HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface) — A type of cable connection 
that carries both high-resolution video 
and uncompressed multichannel audio 
among HDTVs, home-theater receivers, 
and the other components required for 
your home-theater setup. HDMI cables 
maintain top picture and sound quality. 

HD tuner — A built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
You won't need one if you have cable 
or satellite service. Some more expen- 
sive HDTVs include one, but separate 
HD tuners and antennas are available 
if your TV doesn't have one. 

interlaced— When an HDTV displays an 
interlaced image, as in 1080i or 480i 
resolutions, it really shows you every 
other horizontal line of a frame of video 
(called a field) at a time. Sixty times a 
second, the TV displays the other field 
of the frame, or the lines not shown in 
the previous field. Interlaced video can 
appear to flicker or might cause moving 
objects on-screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— Like a 

notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV uses a 



fluid crystal substance to form pixels of 
color in front of a backlight. LCDs may 
not be able to match plasma TVs' deep 
black and gray areas, but they're lighter, 
sometimes less fragile, and considered 
easier to set up. These work better in 
brighter rooms or if you will be playing 
unchanging images on the screen for an 
extended period of time. 



of video (both odd-lined and even-lined 
fields) all at once. Progressive-scan video 
looks sharper than interlaced does and 
doesn't flicker. 

projection — Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs 
or plasmas by using projection technolo- 
gies. These technologies vary, but all 




plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube of 
gas for each pixel, and electricity makes 
each pixel glow. Plasmas create deeper 
blacks and sometimes brighter colors 
than LCDs and have better contrast. 
These also offer slightly better viewing 
angles. However, older or less expensive 
models can also suffer from permanent 
screen damage if an unchanging image, 
such as a TV channel's stock ticker or 
parts of certain video games, is dis- 
played too long. 

progressive scan— A TV showing a pro- 
gressively scanned image, as in 1080p 
or 720p resolutions, displays a full frame 



projection TVs throw light on a screen 
from the front or rear. This means they 
are bulkier than plasmas or LCDs, but 
some sets have stellar picture quality. 

viewing angle — No matter where you sit 
in front of an HDTV with a wide viewing 
angle, such as 170 degrees, its picture 
should look reasonably good. Test this 
before you buy. 

widescreen— A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an 
older 4:3 display. \H 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight*** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


Refresh rate** 




What It Means 


The diag- 


Height x width 


A fixed TV reso- 


The maximum 


Inputs let you 


Outputs transfer 


Speed at which a 






onal mea- 


x depth; how 


lution; images 


angle at which 


connect your 


information from 


screen is redrawn 






surement 


much the TV 


are best dis- 


the viewer can 


components 


your TV to periph- 


every second 






of the TV's 


weighs 


played in the na- 


see the screen 


to your TV 


erals, such as audio 








screen 




tive resolution 


clearly 




to speakers 






Panasonic VIERA 
TC-L37X1 


37 
inches 


22.8x36.1 x 
3.9 inches; 


720p 


1 78 degrees 


3 HDMI; 1 DVI; 1 
S- Video; 1 Com- 


1 audio 


60Hz 


FrX 


BUsi 


MSRP: $799.95* 
SKU 9235124 




36 pounds 
(with stand) 






ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 








_ 


LG 42LH50 


42 


25.9x41. 4x 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 Com- 


1 audio 


120Hz 


1^? 


MSRP: $1,699* 


inches 


3.6 inches; 






ponent; 2 Com- 






L5S 


SKU 9321637 




37.9 pounds 






posite; 1 RF; 1 
USB; 1 LAN 








Sony Bravia 
KDL-40VE5 


40 
inches 


38.8x25.1 x 
4.1 inches; 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 


1 audio 


120Hz 




MSRP: $1,699.99* 




38.8 pounds 






posite; 1 S-Video; 








SKU 9348155 










1 PC; 1 RF 








Samsung 


46 


30.4x46.1 x 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 


N/A 


120Hz 


Id 


LN46B640 


inches 


3.1 inches; 






Component; 2 






L^pd 


MSRP: $1,899* 
SKU 9293506 




44.8 pounds 






Composite; 2 
USB; 1 PC 








Sharp AQUOS 
LC-52D85U 


52 
inches 


31.34x49.3x 
3.16 inches; 


1080p 


1 76 degrees 


5 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 


N/A 


120Hz 


\ ' r "*Z*^m±z** 


MSRP: $2,299.99* 




52.9 pounds 






Composite; 1 








SKU 9034243 










S- Video; 1 PC 








El 


Toshiba Regza 
55ZV650U 


55 
inches 


35.5x53.6x 
15.6 inches; 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 


1 audio 


240Hz 


mm 


MSRP: $2,399.99* 
SKU 9315877 




80.5 (with 
stand) 






Composite; 1 S- 
Video; 1 PC 








Mitsubishi LT-46249 


46 


28x42x3 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 3 


2 audio 


120Hz 


[ss 


MSRP: $2,799* 


inches 


inches; 68.6 






Composite; 3 






OH 


SKU 9427211 


P 


pounds 






Component; 1 
RF 






^ 


Sony Bravia 


55 


53.62x 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 S- 


2 audio 


120Hz 


P5^ 


KDL-46XBR8 


inches 


33.03x4.43 






Video; 2 Com- 






pg« 


MSRP: $4,699.99* 




inches; N/A 






ponent; 1 PC; 1 






IU^ 


SKU 8996508 










USB; 1 SD 








*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing 

apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 

I please ask a sales associate^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

I f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
I this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight*** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


Refresh rate** 


What It Means 


The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let 
you connect 
your com- 
ponents to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


Speed at 
which a screen 
is redrawn 
every second 


m —^— Insignia NS-P42Q1 OA 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9299822 


42 
inches 


26x41.5x3 
inches; 54.2 
pounds 


720p 


160 
degrees 


2 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 2 
Component; 1 
RF 


2 audio 


600Hz 


—5=^—. Samsung 
PN42B450 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9235259 


42 
inches 


26x41.6x2.9 
inches; 61.3 
pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 


N/A 


600Hz 




Panasonic VIERA 
TCP42X1 

MSRP: $899.95 
SKU 9219213 


42 
inches 


N/A 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 


1 audio 


600Hz 




^^^^^ Panasonic VIERA 
TCP50X1 

MSRP: $1,099.95* 
SKU 9219062 


50 
inches 


32.125x48x 
4.13 inches; 
75 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 


1 audio 


600Hz 


^^=^— Samsung 
PN50B450 
MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9239371 


50 
inches 


29.5x48.1 x 
2.9 inches; 
77.2 
pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 


N/A 


600Hz 




Insignia 
NS-P502Q-10A 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9299886 


50 
inches 


32x48.4x 
11.8 inches; 
72.7 
pounds 


1080p 


160 
degrees 


2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
Composite; 1 
RF 


2 audio 


600Hz 




B 


Pioneer KURO PDP- 
6020FD 

MSRP: $3,999* 
SKU 8867871 


60 
inches 


34.5x57x3 
inches; 112 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 3 
Composite; 1 
S-Video 


2 audio 


N/A 


Igl 


Pioneer KURO PRO- 
151FD 

MSRP: $6,500* 
SKU 8869174 


60 
inches 


34.5x57.7x 
3.9 inches; 
112 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 
3 Composite; 
1 S-Video 


N/A 


N/A 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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^Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing 
apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 
please ask a sales associate. 
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Choose The Right Sanus TV Mount 



SANUS 



M 



The Sanus VisionMount line of universal wall mounts provides a variety of smart ways to display your flat-panel TV. In ad- 
dition to complementing its sleek design, securing your TV to the wall saves space, adds safety (no accidental bumping or 
falling), and discourages theft. Sanus also offers MountFinder, available at mountfinder.sanus.com, to help you find all 
compatible mounts for your specific TV. For more information on Sanus mounts, visit Sanus.com or BestBuy.com. 




Aotion Mounts 



mg Mounts 



Television Size & 
Screen Technology 



13- To 26-inch 
LCD TVs 



26- To 42-Inch 
LCD TVs 



26- To 46-inch 

LCD Or 

Plasma TVs 



37- To 56-Inch 



37- To 65-Inch 



42- To 63-Inch 





For perfect viewing 



Tilting mounts tilt i 



Low-profile mounts Super Slim mounts take low profile Combine the storage 



from anywhere in the and down to increase attach nearly flush to to a new level by placing your 



room. Extend, retract, 
tilt, and swivel your TV. 



SF213 

SKU 9004356 



MF215 
SKU 8327697 

MF110 

SKU 8180648 



M— LJj 



MF215 
SKU 8327697 



VM400 
SKU 7041373 






VMAA18 
SKU 7439765 



\S 



viewing angles and help the wall to maximize 

to reduce reflections the sleek, thin lines 

from windows or of flat-panel TVs. 
lighting. 



ultra-thin LCD or plasma TVs just 
0.55 inches from the wall to 
emphasize their sleek look. 



MT25 

SKU 6948798 



ft b« a n 

pb in 

ITT WIT 



ML22 

SKU 7022919 



VMPL50 
SKU 7859249 




VMPL3 
SKU 7269546 



JHEHI 



LT25 

SKU 8911984 



4 



LL22 

SKU 8911975 




ML11 
SKU N/A 



n 



LL11 

SKU 9292384 




and capacity of a cabinet 
with the discreet look of 
a low-profile wall mount 
that will complement 
any decor. 




VF5023-B1 
SKU 8881249 
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A 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS 



LCD HDTV 

Surround Sound Simplified 




Mitsubishi 249 Series 
Unisen Immersive 
Sound LCD HDTV 

MSRP: 46-inch model $2,799 

SKU: 9427211 

MSRP: 52-inch model $3,299 

SKU: 9427284 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 249 Diamond Series of LCD TVs 
enhances viewers' lives while simultaneously sim- 
plifying them. Beyond lush 1080p video on a back- 
lit screen with enhancements such as ISFccc 
Certified Video Calibration, Variable Smooth240 
Film Motion, and Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital 
video processing, these Internet-ready TVs output 
superior 5.1 -channel surround sound through a 
16-speaker array built into an ultra-thin design. 

Perfect For 

Those who want concert-quality Dolby Digital 
5.1 -channel surround sound without the cost and 
clutter of separate audio components. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dolby Digital 5.1 -channel surround sound via 1 6 2W speakers 

• Dual Driver Extended Range Sound via two 1 0W speakers 

• Variable Smooth240 Film Motion eliminates blurring in fast action 

• New Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital video processing 

• New ISFccc Certified Video Calibration and Advanced Video Calibration 
Mode, Sound Projector Calibration Microphone, Super Contrast Panel, 
and Jade activity-based user interface 

• SharpEdge, DeepField Imager, PerfectColor, PerfectTint, 6-Color Processor 

• Four HDMI inputs 

Coolest Feature 

During configuration, a graphical user interface lets users enter precise 
room dimensions to calculate and set optimized audio specifically for the 
room, as well as adjust traits for each of the five surround channels. 
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Accessories & Services 



s you head toward the HDTV section of your 
local consumer electronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves of bland-looking HDTV 
accessories. Sure, these accessories have multichannel 
audio, gold-plated connectors, nitrogen-injected insu- 
lation, and fully articulating mounting arms, but they 




can't compete visually with their big-screen flat-panel 
HDTV counterparts. Despite outward appearances, 
however, there are a handful of accessories that are 
vital to getting the most from your HDTV. The follow- 
ing is a rundown of accessories we recommend to 
complete your home-theater setup. B3 



WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS 

Let you view your HDTV from the best possible angle 
Adjust your TV's position by tilting it up or down as needed 
Maximize space in your viewing room by hanging up your TV 

HDMI CABLES 

i I Carry uncompressed digital audio and video signals to and from 
your HDTV and its components 

Shielding in higher-end models eliminates interference from 
other components 
Well-built connectors ensure a snug stable fit 



CLEANING KIT 

Protect your HDTV's screen by using specially formulated 
sprays and cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminates the danger of scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent damaging other home- 
theater equipment 

CORD-CONCEALMENT KIT 



Hide multiple cords while keeping them organized 
Minimize cord clutter, especially with wall-mounted sets 
Keep the focus on your new HDTV, not the cords connected 
to it 

UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 



1 Simplify your home-theater setup with one remote that can 
control all of your components 
Program different functions so that you will be able to, for 
example, watch a movie by pressing just one button 
Easily view options in the dark with a backlit LCD 



SURGE PROTECTORS/POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater from potential damage by using a 
surge protector that will absorb electrical fluctuations 
Filter out "dirty power" (also known as electrical "noise" and 
radio interference) that can degrade your home theater's audio 
and video with a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind knowing that your home theater will give 
you its peak performance for the longest amount of time 

SURROUND-SOUND SYSTEM 

Maximize your HDTV experience with theater-like audio 
Feel like you're in the movie scene instead of just watching it 
Even out softer and louder programming with an equalizer 

TV STANDS 



Offer flexibility if you're unable to mount your HDTV on the wall 
Available in a variety of finishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for additional home-theater equipment 



HOME-THEATER SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer tackle the following tasks, 
and you'll be able to enjoy the full glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home Consultation 

TV Recycling 

TV Calibration 

TV Mounting & Cord Concealment 

Remote Control Programming 

Speaker Setup 
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t's wish list time. Take a 
moment to think about 
everything you would 
want in the camcorder of 
your dreams. 



High on your list, of course, would be ex- 
cellent picture quality. Canon's new 
VIXIA HF21 camcorder ($999.99) records 
1920 x 1080 Full HD video for the utmost 
in high definition. It can do it at a bitrate 
(quality level) of up to 24Mbps, too, so 
your life's important events will look 
great on any HDTV. Crucial to this equa- 
tion is the precision Canon 15x HD Video 
Lens because both items will have a direct 
bearing on how sharp your video will be. 
Meanwhile, the VIXIA HF21's oversized 
image sensor and stellar photo processing 
will bring colorful events such as beach 
picnics and football games to life. 

The best camcorder is the one that you 
can easily carry around, because even a 
top-end model won't do you any good if 
it's too bulky or heavy to cart around. 
Know now that you'll be much more 
likely to bring along a light, compact 
model such as the VIXIA HF21. Canon 
went to commendable lengths to trim 



this camcorder's size and weight, and it 
shows. As for matching a heavier camera's 
steadiness in the hand, Canon outfit- 
ted the VIXIA HF21 with its Dynamic 
SuperRange Optical Image Stabilizer. This 
effectively reduces the shakiness of most 
handheld video without sacrificing pic- 
ture clarity, even when you're walking. 

For those soccer games that go into over- 
time and high school musicals that 
somehow seem to, you want the ability 
to record for a long, long time. The VIXIA 
HF21's 64GB of built-in flash memory can 
shoot up to 24 hours — a full day — of 
high-def video. Need more? This cam- 
corder also has an SDHC memory card 
slot for unlimited, removable storage. 
Called Dual Flash Memory, this combina- 
tion of internal and pop-out flash storage 
options gives you more recording flexi- 
bility during a shoot. 

The VIXIA HF21's new Advanced Video 
Snapshot Mode is fairly handy to 
use when you've just returned from 
an amazing European vacation with 
high-def video that's equally amazing. 
In years past, you've labored to edit 
your hours of vacation footage into 



something brief enough for your busy 
friends and relatives to watch. But that 
was the past. Now, Canon's new Ad- 
vanced Video Snapshot Mode lets you 
shoot a brief, four-second shot at each 
location, in addition to your more 
comprehensive footage. When you 
get home, you can immediately show 
everyone all of your trip's four-second 
highlights in just a minute or two. This 
new feature works in both recording and 
playback modes. 

Speaking of the LCD, when the kids 
crowd around the VIXIA HF21 to see 
themselves on camera at a family gath- 
ering, they will actually be able to 
see themselves. The camcorder's 2.7-inch 
widescreen LCD has a broad viewing 
angle, so anyone looking over your 
shoulder can enjoy the bright, colorful 
picture. For more relaxed viewing, 
there's an x.v.color-capable HDMI port 
for a top-quality A/V connection to 
your HDTV. 

At the end of the day, all this would re- 
main just a wish list if the price were too 
high. Fortunately, at $999.99, the VIXIA 
HF21 is still within reach. 13 
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HOW TO 



Buy A Compact 
Video Recorder 



Video On The Go 




nf you've ever tried to cap- 
ture baby's first anything 
on a camcorder, then you 
know that you get little- 
to-no warning just prior to 
her astounding feat of dex- 
terity or language. But for most of us, car- 
rying a camcorder around with us at all 
times is just impractical. If you're tired of 
letting those nuggets slip by, then it's 
time to mobilize your memories with a 
pocket-friendly video recorder. 

Priority Features 

Compact video recorders are designed 
for capturing spontaneous moments 
whenever and wherever they occur. 
These devices all feature a small cam- 
corder design, generally weigh less than 6 
ounces, and can fit as comfortably in 
your pocket as in your hand. When shop- 
ping, favor models that let you film and 
operate the device with a single hand. 
Also consider how easy it is to take the 
device with you wherever you go. 

Another feature to focus on is the built-in 
or expandable storage. Compact video 
recorders generally rely on flash memory, 
the same kind found in thumb drives; it's 
very reliable, solid state (no moving 
parts), and unlikely to be damaged if 
dropped. The amount of memory, such 
as 2, 4, or 8GB, in the device determines 
how much video you can record, so get a 
model with as much memory as you can 



afford. Expandable memory slots, for 
extra memory cards such as SD cards, are 
a nice feature to have, especially for de- 
vices lacking plentiful integrated storage. 

Most compact video recorders rely on 
color LCD screens instead of viewfinders 
to center the subject. Also, many of these 
devices sport built-in USB connectors, so 
you don't need to carry a cable with you 
if you want to connect it to a PC. 

Prized Insides 

They may be compact, but these little 
gadgets don't necessarily skimp on 
image quality; many support HD video, 
and some even have integrated HDMI 
ports that let you play videos on an 
HDTV or computer with HDMI sup- 
port. Standard-definition models are 
also available and generally cost less. 
Many devices also let you take still im- 
ages and support between 2- and 8- 
megapixel image sensors. If taking stills 



is important to you, look for a high 
megapixel count (5MP or more). 

Optical zoom and image stabilization, 
which use lenses and gyroscopic sensors 
to improve zoom performance and 
image quality, are preferable to the dig- 
ital variants, which enlarge a portion of 
the image and shift each frame of video 
slightly to counteract camera shake, re- 
spectively. But digital zoom and digital 
stabilization are preferable to none at all. 
Due to their compact size, however, 
zoom and image stabilization capabili- 
ties on these devices tend to lag behind 
what fully functional camcorders can do. 

Preserve Those Memories 

Ideally suited to everyday use to record 
memorable slices of everyday life, a 
compact video recorder won't let spon- 
taneous joys of life slip away. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 



SD vs. HD Video Storage 

Generally, one minute of high-definition video can take up nearly twice the 
storage space as one minute of standard-definition video. To get a rough idea 
of how much video will fit in a given amount of storage, consult the numbers below. 



Amount Of Storage 

1GB 
4GB 
8GB 



HD Video (720p) 

15 minutes 
60 minutes 
120 minutes 



SD Video (480i) 

30 minutes 
120 minutes 
240 minutes 
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SD vs. HD 



Comparing Digital Camcorders 



SD 

(Standard Definition) 

SD camcorders are less expensive 
than HD camcorders, so you can 
get a high-quality camera for com- 
paratively very little money. Some 
SD camcorders are available for 
less than $200. 

Because SD camcorders record at a 
lower resolution than HD cam- 
corders, you can fit much more 
video on any storage medium. 
Effectively, that means you can 
shoot more footage without 
having to offload the video to 
make room. 

SD camcorders can connect to PCs 
via USB or FireWire. This is handy 
because virtually all PCs have at 
least one of those two ports, 
meaning that you can transfer 
video to your computer with ease. 
There are several different media 
formats you can choose from for 
SD camcorders, including MiniDV 
tapes, DVDs and MiniDVDs, flash, 
and hard drive storage. 



Best For 

Aspiring videographers on a 
budget. 

Anyone who needs to maximize 
storage on the given storage 
medium of his or her digital cam- 
corder. 

Those who want to take advantage 
of the familiar USB or FireWire inter- 
faces to transfer video to their PCs. 



HD 

(High Definition) 

HD camcorders record at a high resolution, ensuring that the picture is 
clearer and sharper than that of an SD camcorder. Some models offer 
1080p, which is the highest video resolution possible. 
Although HD camcorders are typically priced higher than SD cam- 
corders, the prices continue to drop. Thus, HD camcorders are increas- 
ingly a great deal. 

An HD camcorder's HDMI port will let you connect it directly to your 
HDTV to play back your creations with a single audio/video cable. 
Thanks to HDMI, you'll experience faster video transfer speeds from your 
HD camcorder to your computer. 

Though some PCs have HDMI ports, many do not, so it can be slightly 
problematic to transfer video from the camcorder's HDMI port to a PC. 
You may need a different graphics card to get the HDMI connection on 
your PC. 

Because HD camcorders record video at a high resolution, the recorded 
footage takes up more space than SD footage, so you need a lot of 
storage capacity. 

HD camcorders are available in every video storage format, including 
MiniDV tapes, DVDs, flash, and hard drive-based. 

Best For 



Techies who want 
the latest and 
greatest in digital 
camcorder tech- 
nology. 

Videographers 
(amateur or pro- 
fessional) who 
want to capture 
memories at a high 
resolution. 
Those who want to 
easily and quickly 
transfer video to 
their PCs. 
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Digital Imaging 
Cable Connections 

Hookups For Your Camera & Camcorder 



Bigital cameras and 
camcorders are like 
any other gadget these 
days— made to con- 
nect to more gadgets. 
Let's look over the 
connections commonly found on cam- 
eras and camcorders and how you're 
likely to use them. 

Camera Connections 

The most important connection on a 
typical digital camera is its USB port. USB 
provides a speedy, simple way to down- 
load photos and video clips to your com- 
puter for editing and sharing. You may 
also want to use USB to connect your 
camera to a printer, so you can bypass 
the computer when making prints. 

With cameras becoming more adept at 
shooting video, the line between cameras 
and camcorders is growing a bit blurred. 



Connections normally associated with 
camcorders are now migrating to cam- 
eras—for instance, D-SLRs with HDMI 
ports that can shoot higlvdef video. 

Camcorder Connections 

Here, the connectivity options serve 
two main purposes: transferring video 
to your computer as digital files and 
letting you view your footage on a TV. 

For data transfer, all recent digital cam- 
corders can use USB to upload video to a 
computer. Some camcorders may addi- 
tionally have FireWire, which also goes by 
i.LINK, IEEE 1394, or DV. FireWire allows 
high-speed video transfer between a cam- 
corder and a computer or standalone 
DVD recorder. Buyers beware, however: 
Only Mac computers come standard 
with FireWire ports; many Windows PCs 
do not. PC owners can install a FireWire 
card in an empty PCI slot. 



Mini-Size Me 

Space is tight on camera and camcorder bodies, 
so they usually don't use the same full-sized 
ports you're probably familiar with from computer 
and home-theater connections. Instead, they use 
miniature versions and sometimes multiple con- 
nections consolidated into a single port. 

In most of these configurations, the cable will 
have a miniature plug for the camera and a full- 
sized plug for its destination, such as your computer. Thus, keeping track of 
your original cables is important. Should you misplace your camcorder's USB 
cable, for instance, not just any spare from your computer peripherals will serve 
as a replacement. • 




For viewing, camcorders provide multiple 
options. A high-definition model will 
likely feature an HDMI output, so you can 
send HD video and multichannel audio 
to an HDTV or home-theater receiver (as- 
suming your system has an HDMI input). 
Because this connection keeps the signal 
digital, there's no loss of audio or video 
quality along the way. 

If you can't use HDMI, the next best op- 
tion is a Component video connection. 
These three-in-one cables separate the 
red, green, and blue components of an 
HD or standard video signal. 

On standard-definition camcorders (or 
when an HDTV isn't available for a 
high-def model), you should be able to 
use S-Video or Composite video. 
Composite video is compatible with 
any device that has the standard 
yellow (video) and red and white 
(stereo audio) inputs. If you have old 
VHS tapes you'd like to convert to 
DVD, you may want to shop for a cam- 
corder that can accept incoming 
analog signals through an S-Video or 
Composite video input. 

Get Connected 

Digital imagery is far more flexible than 
the film and videotape media it has su- 
perseded. It travels easily between de- 
vices, and getting it where you want is 
a simple matter of knowing the right 
connection for the job. 03 

by Brian Hodge 
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Picture Yourself 
In The Fun 

Samsung's TL220 Offers Dual-Screen Possibilities 




o, you're not seeing 
double. Samsung's new 
TL220 ($299.99; www 
.samsung.com) really 
does sport two LCD 
screens in a slim, pock- 
et-friendly size. Beyond 
a big 3-inch touchscreen on the back that 
makes navigating menus and reviewing 
shots fingertip-easy, the TL220 boasts a 
1.5-inch screen on its front that makes 
framing yourself in shots simple. Combine 
this type of practical convenience with 
Samsung's scene-setting Smart Auto 
technology, a 12.2-megapixel resolution, 
and a 27mm Wide Angle Schneider Lens 
with 4.6X optical zoom, and you're left 
with a high-performance digital camera 
that's innovatively easy to use. 

The Perfect Assistant 

Whether shooting still images or high- 
definition movie clips (at 30fps in 720p 
quality), the TL220's dual-LCD approach 
covers all the framing angles. The cam- 
era's most revolutionary feature is the 
1.5-inch front LCD situated just left of 
the lens. Ideal for never missing once-in- 
a-lifetime moments, the LCD also has a 
Child mode that plays an animation to 
keep kids' attention front and center on 
the camera. Further, the LCD's easy-to- 
view countdown timer will let you know 
exactly when the TL220 is about to snap 
an image. 

The TL220's back touchscreen does double 
duty as a viewfinder and a quick means for 




Samsung TL220 Digital Camera • $299.99 • www.samsung.com 



scrolling menus and your photo library, but 
it also uses haptic-vibration technology to 
uniquely register a physical response from 
the screen to your fingertip upon selecting 
menu choices. The touchscreen also boasts 
an entirely new gesture-based user inter- 
face that makes short, intuitive work of 
viewing and sorting menus. 

Brains Before Beauty 

With its sleek, minimalist design, the 
TL220 possesses a smart style that wins 
you over before taking a single shot. Still, 
a truly great digital camera enables users 
to snap finely focused, vividly detailed 
images without taking a frustrating 
journey into scads of menus to do it. No 
single trait could be truer of the TL220. 

For starters, Samsung's scene-analyzing 
Smart Auto mode automatically evaluates 
the conditions you're shooting in and 



applies one of 14 integrated shooting 
modes (such as Portrait, Backlight, Night, 
and Landscape) to configure the camera's 
settings— regardless of how poor the 
lighting may be. In addition to letting 
shooters bypass Smart Auto parameters 
in favor of taking manual control over 
shots, the TL220 integrates both optical 
and digital image stabilization technolo- 
gies to guarantee blur-free, clear images in 
all lighting situations. 

Once you've snapped shots, the TL220's 
Smart Album technology lets you orga- 
nize and search through all of your 
images in the camera based on file 
type, color tone, date, and more. Add 
in a built-in microphone to add voice 
memos to images, in-camera photo 
enhancement options, and slideshow 
choices to expand your photographic 
creativity, and the TL220 performs 
every bit as well as it looks. IS 
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Bigger But Better 

The Benefits Of Buying A D-SLR 



Beturn on investment is 
something every discern- 
ing shopper requires, in- 
eluding D-SLR camera 
buyers. After all, if you'll 
spend more on a D-SLR 
than a point-and-shoot digicam (and 
you will), you have the right to know 
what your money will get you. This ar- 
ticle will fill you in. 



You Get What 
You Pay For 

Although current D-SLRs are 
more affordable than ever, they're 
still a step up from point-and- 
shoot cameras price-wise. Still, 
you're gaining better perfor- 
mance, increased features, and 
expansion capabilities. Overall, 
there are three areas where your 
investment will really pay divi- 
dends: image quality, creativity, 
and speed. 

Image quality. Even if a D-SLR and 
point-and-shoot model cite iden- 
tical max image resolutions, the D- 
SLR will produce better images 
due to better components at 
work, including larger image sen- 
sors and lenses constructed with 
higher-quality elements. Although 
both cameras use the same num- 
ber of pixels to create an image, a 
D-SLR's larger image sensor trans- 
lates into larger pixels that are 
less susceptible to digital noise, 
or image imperfections. Thus, 
everything from portraits to real 
estate images will be more vivid 
and sharp. 



Creativity. D-SLRs' most-cited attribute 
is the complete creative control they 
give users over taking photos while still 
retaining automatic options. Beyond 
the ability to manually adjust white bal- 
ance, aperture, shutter speed, and other 
settings to match given shooting envi- 
ronments, photographers can inter- 
change lenses on a D-SLR. 




Plan Ahead When 
Buying D-SLR Lenses 

A major benefit of buying a D-SLR is the 
ability to swap out one lens for another to 
adjust to different shooting scenarios. However, 
these lenses will be an additional expense, so be 
sure to include room for them in your budget. 
The good news is that typically a lens that is 
compatible with one D-SLR model from one 
manufacturer will be compatible with other D- 
SLRs from the same manufacturer. Thus, if you 
now own a D-SLR but want to upgrade to a new 
model (from the same company) down the road, 
there's a good chance your current lenses will be 
compatible with that future D-SLR. • 



Thus, attaching a wide-angle lens and 
tweaking aperture, shutter speed, and 
white balance settings will let you capture 
scenes such as a mountain range at night 
with the moon rising in the background. 
A telephoto lens and faster shutter speed 
can capture action shots, such as one that 
freezes your softball-playing daughter in 
mid-homerun swing. Although a point- 
and-shoot camera can also capture 
such shots, they will typically be less 
sharp, lack the same crispness in 
color, and provide less depth of field. 

Speed. In addition to powering up 
almost instantly and auto-focusing 
more quickly, D-SLRs experience 
virtually no lag time between shots, 
something some point-and-shoot 
cameras do. Further, a D-SLR's burst 
mode, which takes several frames 
per second with a single push of a 
button, is typically faster than a 
point-and-shoot camera's. Overall, 
these speed gains greatly increase 
the odds of capturing finely focused 
action shots and not missing once- 
in-a-lifetime photos waiting for the 
camera to power up. 



Eye On The Prize 

The nature of having more control 
at your fingertips means there's a 
stiffer learning curve to master 
with a D-SLR. Still, more intuitive 
on-camera controls and in-camera 
menus, plus our increasing fa- 
miliarity and reliance on digital 
imaging, are making D-SLRs easier 
than ever to use. Return on invest- 
ment, indeed. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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From Camcorder 
To Computer 




Move Your Footage 



ith friends and fam- 
ily who live near- 
by, it's easy to pack 
up your camcorder 
and play your latest 
home videos for 
them by connecting it to their home the- 
ater. But with loved ones who are far 
away, you'll need to copy the video to 
disc or put it online to share it with them, 
which requires importing footage onto 
your computer. In this article, we'll show 
you how you can transfer your cam- 
corder video to your computer and tell 
you what file formats are best for burning 
video discs, sending footage in email, and 
uploading clips to social media Web sites. 

How To Import Video 

If your digital camcorder records video 
to DVDs, flash memory, or a hard drive, 
you can connect the camcorder to your 



Post Your Video 
Online 

Some video-sharing Web sites, 
such as YouTube, offer an up- 
load button. Others, such as Google 
Video, require you to download an 
upload application to your com- 
puter in order to post videos online. 
Both types upload at relatively sim- 
ilar speeds. It's important to note 
that most online Web sites limit 
your videos to either 2GB in file size 
or 10 minutes in length. 




computer using a USB or FireWire cable 
and copy the file over. If your camcorder 
records to tape media, you will need to 
play the footage on the camcorder to im- 
port video to your PC and use video- 
editing software to digitize the video. If 
you own an HD camcorder that records 
in the AVCHD (Advanced Video Codec 
High Definition) or HDV (high-definition 
video) format, your video-editing soft- 
ware must specifically support it, or you 
won't be able to view or edit the video. 

Get It All On Disc 

When you're done editing footage on 
your computer, the video-editing soft- 
ware will give you the option to select the 
video file format you want to save your 
edited work as. If you plan to burn the 
video to disc, MPEG-2 is the format most 
DVDs are recorded in, while MPEG-4 is 
the format used by Blu-ray Discs. The 
MPEG-4 format uses a type of compres- 
sion that delivers the same video quality 
as MPEG-2 and uses only half the space. 



DVD players don't recognize MPEG-4 for- 
mats, but BD players can play both. 
Therefore, saving your work in the MPEG- 
2 format might be preferable, because 
you can play the video in both. 

Computer-friendly Formats 

If you plan on emailing video, use the 
AVI, RM (for Real Media's player), or 
WMV (for Windows Media Player) for- 
mat so recipients can double-click an 
email video attachment and immediately 
watch it using one of their PC's media 
players. If you send an MPEG video, your 
recipient may need DVD- or BD-player 
software or a media player plug-in to 
watch the video. For online video-sharing 
Web sites such as YouTube, Facebook, 
and Google Video the FLV video format is 
used. Although most video Web sites will 
convert video files to FLV during the up- 
load process, you can save time by ini- 
tially saving your videos as FLV. \H 

by Nathan Lake 
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FirstGlimpse 



THINGS TO KNOW 




CAMERA SETTINGS 



Q 



What are camera settings used for? 



Camera settings are used to maximize the shooting ca- 
pabilities of a camera to match an environment. 

Typically, D-SLR cameras offer more advanced adjustments 

than point-and-shoot cameras. 



Q 



What's the difference between Auto and Manual 
settings? 



When you shoot in Auto mode, the camera automati- 
cally determines which settings it should use in order 
to achieve the best shot in a certain environment. In Man- 
ual mode, you have absolute control over all of your cam- 
era's settings. 



Q 



What are the benefits of using manual settings? 



By using your camera's manual settings, you will gain 
more control over the composition of your photos and 

be able to capture shots that won't end up too dark or light, 

blurry, or out-of-focus. 



Q 



What's the difference between the Auto and Program 
modes? 



In Auto mode, which is often called a scene or preset 
mode, the camera selects the settings that match the 
environment you are shooting in. In Program mode, your 
camera will still determine the best setting combination but 
allows you to change certain options, such as the exposure or 
flash settings. 



Q 



What is Aperture Priority mode? 

Aperture Priority mode, which is often abbreviated as 
Av, lets you choose how much light is allowed into your 



camera's lens while the camera matches with an appropriate 
shutter speed. This setting will set apart a subject from its 
background and is often used for portrait shots. 



Q 



What settings can I adjust on a point-and-shoot 
camera? 



Depending on your camera, you should be able to ad- 
just ISO, white balance, and EV (exposure value) set- 
tings as well as photo effects, such as black-and-white or 
sepia colors. Preset shooting modes, such as portrait or land- 
scape, are also available. 



Q 



What settings can I adjust on a D-SLR camera? 



In addition to selecting from preset shooting modes, 
ISO, and photo effects, you can manually change set- 
tings such as ISO, aperture (the amount of light allowed into 
the lens), and shutter speed. 



Q 



What is Shutter Priority mode? 



In Shutter Priority mode, which is abbreviated Sp or Tv, 
you select how long a camera's shutter allows light to 
reach the camera's image sensor while the camera matches 
it with an ideal aperture (how much light can enter the cam- 
era's lens). Shutter Priority is used when a photographer 
wants to freeze a moving object in a shot. 



Q 



What does an ISO setting do? 



Adjusting the ISO setting on your camera determines 
how sensitive your camera's image sensor is to light, 

and it can change how light or dark an image appears. 

Adjusting the ISO is useful for taking photos in bright or 

low-light settings. 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Imaging Glossary 




ave you ever been con- 
fused about what the 
lingo on camera boxes 
means? Use this glossary 
to help you decode the 
world of digital imaging. 



aperture — An iris-like diaphragm open- 
ing that can expand and contract the lens 
to let you control the amount of light 
that passes through it, thus affecting the 
exposure. The term "f-stop" is used inter- 
changeably with aperture. 

burst mode — Also called continuous 
shooting mode, this lets you capture sev- 
eral shots consecutively after pressing the 
shutter only once. 

CCD — A charge-coupled device is the 
camera's image-sensing component. It 
converts light into energy that can be 
stored as digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digi- 
tally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 

ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO set- 
ting measures the sensitivity to light 
(similar to how it does with film). Dig- 
ital camera ISO settings, such as 200, 
400, and above, should capture photos 
as though one were using film with 




such a speed. Lower ISO settings mean 
you need more light and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the 
camera that lets you see a live-action 
view of your subject or your photo after 
you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light 
toward the imaging device. In a digital 
camera, the lens probably has both an 
optical and digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million 
pixels. The higher the megapixel count, 
the higher the resolution and the more 
you can crop, which means (in general) 
better-quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they 
need flash memory cards to store more 
than a dozen or so images. The type of 
memory card you need depends on the 
make and model of your camera. Some 
of the most popular memory card types 
are Secure Digital, MultiMedia Card, 
Compact Flash, and Sony Memory 
Sticks. In general, memory cards are 
quite small. 



noise — The small statistical variations 
among pixels that lead to (usually) 
minor distortions of color in a photo. 

optical zoom — The camera's mechan- 
ical ability to move the lens physically 
closer to your subject. With optical 
zoom, the higher the number (such as 
5X or 10X), the better. When choosing 
a camera, you should always con- 
sider the optical zoom, not the digi- 
tal zoom. Digital zoom artificially 
adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in 
an image. The higher the resolution, 
the more detail and quality in a photo. 
Resolution is measured in a proportion 
(such as 2,272 x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through 
the lens. You can usually control the 
camera's shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a 
camera's shutter is open to let light 
through the lens to hit the sensor, 
which records the image. This is ex- 
pressed in fractions of a second: For in- 
stance, a shutter speed of 1/250 means 
that the shutter is open for 1 /250th of 
a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to 
frame a shot. Some digital cameras 
don't have a viewfinder and use only the 
camera's LCD to frame the shot. 

white balance— Light levels are ad- 
justed electronically to ensure whites 
in a certain environment are pure, 
leading to more lifelike colors. White 
balance can usually be manually ad- 
justed, too. E3 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 



Resolution; 
Optical zoom 



Shutter 
speed 



Memory 
card 



LCD size 



Battery 
life 



ISO 



Movie 
mode 



What It Means 



More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 



A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 



Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 



The LCD is 
the screen 
on the 
back of the 
camera 



Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 



A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 



Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 



ra 



Insignia 
NS-DSCIOB 

MSRP: $99.99* 
SKU 9266992 



10MP;3X 



1 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 



SD/SDHC 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 



Yes 




Fujifilm 
FinePixJ38 

MSRP: $129.95* 
SKU 9449974 



12.2MP;3X 



1/4 to 

1/1,400 

seconds 



SD/SDHC 



2.7 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
100,200,400, 
800,1600, 
3200 



Yes 




Olympus 
FE-4010 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9454191 



12MP;4X 



1/4 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 



xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 



2.7 inches 



170 shots 



Auto; Manual; 
64,100,200, 
400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 



Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-W180B 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9395932 




10.1MP;3X 



1/8 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 



Memory 
Stick Duo/ 
PRO Duo 



2.7 inches 



290 shots 



Auto; Manual: 
100,200,400, 
800,1600, 
3200 



Yes 




Canon PowerShot 
A1100IS 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9347405 



12.1MP;4X 



15 to 

1/1,600 

seconds 



SD/SDHC 



2.5 inches 



140 shots 



Auto; Manual: 

80,100,200, 

400,800,1600 



Yes 



M 



Olympus 
Stylus-7010 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9454226 



12MP;7X 



1/4 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 



xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 



2.7 inches 



170 shots 



Auto; Manual: 

64,100,200, 

400,800,1600 



Yes 




Nikon 
Coolpix S60 

MSRP: $299.95* 
SKU 8975157 



10MP;5X 



1/1,500 to 
2 seconds 



SD/SDHC 



3.5 inches 



140 shots 



Auto; Manual: 
64,100,200, 
400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 




Samsung 
TL220 

MSRP: $299.99 
SKU 9454244 



12.2MP;4.6X 



1/8 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 



microSD 



3 inches; 
1.5 inches 
front LCD 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
80,100,200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200, 4800 



Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up 
to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select 
D-SLR cameras. 



Resolution 



LCD size 



ISO range 



Kit lens 



Burst speed Shutter speed 



What It Means 



Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
image 



Diagonal 
measure of 
screen on back 
of camera 



A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 



Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 



Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 



The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 




Nikon D60 

MSRP: $649.95* 
SKU 8721733 



10.2AAP 



2.5 inches 



100 to 1600 



18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VR lens 



3fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 



# 



Sony Alpha A330L 

MSRP: $649.99* 
SKU 9342142 



10.2MP 



2.7 inches 



100 to 3200 



SAL-1855 
DT18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 lens 



2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Nikon D5000 

MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 9311755 



12.3MP 



2.7 inches 



200 to 3200 



18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VR lens 



4fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 
Rebel XSi 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8794691 



12.2MP 



3 inches 



100 to 1600 



EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS lens 



3.5fps up 
to 53 shots 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 15.1 MP 

Rebel T1i 

MSRP: $899.99* jg^ 
SKU 9318954 



3 inches 



100 to 3200 



EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS lens 



3.4fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Panasonic 
Lumix L10K 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 8815464 



10.1MP 



2.5 inches 



100 to 6400 



Leica D 
Vario-Elmar 
14-50mm 
f/3.8-5.6 



3fps to card 
capacity 



60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Pentax K-7 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 9412165 



14.6MP 



3 inches 



100 to 1600 



N/A (body 
only) 



N/A 



30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 




Olympus E-3 

MSRP: $1,399* 
SKU 8682776 



10.1MP 



2.5 inches 



100 to 3200 



N/A (body 
only) 



5fps to card 
capacity 



60 to 1/8,000 
seconds 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit 
your style. 











Optical zoom; 


Recording 


Memory 


Digital still 


Lines of 








LCD size 


Digital zoom 


speeds 


card 


resolution 


resolution 






What It Means 


Diagonal length 


Two methods 


The speeds a 


Compatible 


The number of 


Number of lines 








of viewing 


for magnifying 


particular cam- 


flash card types 


megapixels 


of horizontal reso- 








screen 


depth of field; 


corder can uti- 


(cards not in- 


the camcorder 


lution; the higher 










optical zoom is 


lize during 


cluded unless 


can capture in 


the number, the 










better 


recording 


noted) 


still images 


greater the detail 






Sony 


2.7 inches 


60X; 2,000X 


HQ/SP/LP 


Memory 


N/A 


N/A 




^rib 


DCR-SX60 

MSRP: $369.99* 
SKU 9284785 








Stick PRO 
Duo 








% tSs 


Panasonic 
HDOTM15 


2.7 inches 


16X;1,000X 


HA/HG/HX/ 
HE 


SD/SDHC 


2.1MP 


1,080 




MSRP: $549* 


ti£P 
















SKU 9426846 *^ 














I 




Samsung 


2.7 inches 


10X;100X 


N/A 


SDHC 


N/A 


1,080 


°f 


HMX-H104 














5 ^^31 


MSRP: $649.99* 














c [ 




SKU 9369765 














.2 




JVC 


2.8 inches 


5X; 200X 


UXP/XP/SP/ 


SD/SDHC 


5.3MP 


1,080 




EffflB 


GZ-X900 






EP 










IP 


MSRP: $999.95* 














.c 
o> 




SKU 9363155 














X 


&0 


Canon 
HF21 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 9448289 4S 


2.7 inches 


15X;300X 


MXP/FXP/ 
XP+/SP/LP 


SDHC 


3.3MP 


N/A 




Panasonic 


2.7 inches 


12X;700X 


HA/HG/HX/ 


SD/SDHC 


2.1MP 


1,080 




jiQBk 


HDGHS250 






HE 










liflj J) 


MSRP: $899.95* 


















SKU 9206995 














c 

Si 


^cfr. 


JVC 


2.7 inches 


35X; 800X 


Ultra/Fine/ 


SD/SDHC 


N/A 


N/A 


a i^^n 


GZ-MG630 






Norm/Eco 








<§E3 


MSRP: $399.95* 














3 




SKU 9185794 
















j^fe* 


Sony 


2.7 inches 


60X; 2,000X 


HQ/SP/LP 


Memory 


N/A 


N/A 




tfr^ 


DCR-SR47 








Stick PRO 








8iEa 


MSRP: $399.99* 








Duo 










SKU 9185384 

































*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Expand Your Creativity With A Nikon D-SLR 




As you step up to a D-SLR from a point-and-shoot, new opportunities for expanding the creativity in your photos 
accompanies higher image quality and faster shutter response. Nikon's D-SLRs are easy to use, with a host of features 
to help you achieve outstanding images, including in-camera editing. Whether you're new to D-SLR picture-taking or 
ready to upgrade your current D-SLR, Nikon has a camera to exceed expectations. 



Product Name 
SKU 

Estimated 

Street Price* 

Compatible Lenses 

(for all functions)* 

Included Lenses 

LCD 

Resolution 
Sensor Type 

Low-Noise 
ISO Sensitivity 

Shutter Speed 

Built-in Flash 

Burst Mode 

Picture Control 
Settings 

In-Camera 
Editing Features 

Movie Mode 

Compatible 
Storage Media 

Included Battery 

Battery Life 
(shots per charge) 


Nikon D3000 Kit 
9456803 


Nikon D5000 Kit 

9311755 


Nikon D90 Kit 

8975184 


Nikon D300S Body IS 

9457349 8 


ikon D700 Body 

928985 












$599.95 


$849.95 


$1,299.95 


$1,799.95 $ 


2,699.95 


AF-S or AF-I lenses 


AF-S or AF-I lenses 


AFNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, 
AF-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) 


AFNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, A 
AF-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) A 


FNIKKOR lenses (AF-I, 
F-S, DX, VR, and D-/G) 


18-55 NIKKORVR 
Image Stabilization Lens 


18-55mm NIKKORVR 
Image Stabilization Lens 


18-105mm NIKKORVR 
Image Stabilization Lens 


N/A N 


/A 


3 inches 

230K-dot Resolution 


2.7 inches Vari-angle 
230K-dot Resolution 


3 inches 

920K-dot Resolution 


3 inches 3 
920K-dot Resolution 9 


inches 

20K-dot Resolution 


10.2MP 


12.3MP 


12.3MP 


12.3MP 1 


2.1MP 


DX-format CCD 


DX-format CMOS 


DX-format CMOS 


DX-format CMOS F 


X-format CMOS 


100 to 1600 (expanded 
3200) 


200 to 3200 (expanded 
100 and 6400) 


200 to 3200 (expanded 
100 and 6400) 


200 to 3200 (expanded 2 
100 and 6400) 1 


00 to 6400 (expanded 
00, 12,800, and 25,600) 


30 to 1/4,000 seconds 


30 to 1 /4,000 seconds 


30 to 1/4,000 seconds 


30 to 1/8,000 seconds 3 


to 1/8,000 seconds 


Yes 

(automatic or user- 
activated) 


Yes 

(automatic or user- 
activated) 


Yes 

(automatic or user- 
activated) 


Yes Y 

(user-activated) (i 


es 
jser-activated) 


Up to 3fps 


Up to 4fps 


Up to 4.5fps 


Up to 7fps U 


p to 5fps 


Standard, Neutral, 
Vivid, Monochrome 
Portrait, and Landscape 


Nine customizable plus 
Standard, Portrait, 
Landscape 


Nine customizable plus 
Standard, Portrait, Land- 
scape, and more 


Nine customizable plus N 
Standard, Neutral, Vivid, S 
Monochrome, and more hi 


ine customizable plus 
tandard, Neutral, Vivid, 
Monochrome, and more 


13 Functions, including: 
Trim, Red-eye correction, 
Soft Filter, and more 


16 Functions, including: 
Trim, D-Lighting, Red- 
eye correction, Image 
Overlay, and more 


13 Functions, including: 
Trim, D-Lighting, Image 
Overlay, Monochrome, 
and more 


10 Functions, including: 7 
Trim, Monochrome, T 
D-Lighting, Filter Effects, C 
Edit Movie, and more /v 


Functions, including: 
rim, D-Lighting, Image 
)verlay Filter Effects 
Monochrome, and more 


(Stop-Motion Movie 
Mode only) 


Yes with Sound 


Yes with Sound 


Yes with Sound and N 
Stereo Mic Input 





SD,SDHC 


SD,SDHC 


SD, SDHC 


CompactFlash Type l/ll; C 
SD and SDHC 


ompactFlash Type I 


EN-EL9a Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL9a Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL3e Lithium-ion 
Rechargeable Battery 


EN-EL3e Lithium-ion E 
Rechargeable Battery R 


N-EL3e Lithium-ion 
echargeable Battery 


500 (CIPA) 


510 (CIPA) 


850 (CIPA) 


950 (CIPA); 1 
3,000 (Nikon Standard) 


000 (CIPA) 





* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



San Disk's SanMsk 

SDHC Memory Cards 

Class vs. Speed 

SanDisk's high-capacity memory cards are designed specifically for digital cameras and camcorders, so you can get the best per- 
formance and utilize optimal read/write speeds for your digital imaging devices. 

Each card includes two specifications that all digital imaging enthusiasts should understand: class and speed. Differentiating be- 
tween these features means understanding the requirements for producing high-quality photos and videos. 03 



What Does Class Denote? 

An SD card's class rating refers to the minimum sustained speed at 
which the card can continuously record video data. While this may not 
mean much for snapping random pictures, the transfer rate is impor- 
tant for those who use camcorders and cameras to shoot movie clips. 

The class rating, such as Class 2, Class 4, Class 6, or Class 10, refers to 
the speed at which megabytes are trasferred. So, for example, a Class 2 
card can read and write data at a minimum of 2MBps per second while 
a Class 10 card can transfer at a minimum of 10Mbps. 

If your camera can shoot HD video, a Class 4 or higher card may be 
required because using a card with a lower class rating can cause issues 
such as error messages, dropped video frames, and uneven playback. To 
find out what card class rating is recommended for your camera, check 
your users manual. 



What Does Speed Denote? 

A card's speed rating can typically be listed on a card's 
label as "up to 15MB/s Read, 9MB/s Write." These 
numbers refer to the highest speed at which data can 
be read and written to the card. A card's read speed in- 
dicates the amount of time it takes to transfer photos 
and videos from your memory card to a computer. 
The write speed tells you how fast your camera's data 
can be saved onto the memory card. 

Point-and-shoot cameras that are used for 
everyday photography don't require high-speed 
cards. However, faster speed ratings are ideal for D- 
SLR cameras, which can capture high-resolution 
photos in burst mode. 



Recording Speed 

4GB* 

8GB* 

16GB* 

32GB* 


24Mbps(HDHigh) 


High Defii 

MPEG-4A\ 

17Mbps(HDHigh) 


nition Record 

/CHD/H.264, 1920( 

13Mbps(HDHigh) 


ing Time** 

[1 440) x 1080 

9 Mbps (HD Standard) 


6 Mbps (HD Extended) 


20 minutes 


30 minutes 


40 minutes 


60 minutes 


90 minutes 


40 minutes 


60 minutes 


80 minutes 


120 minutes 


180 minutes 


80 minutes 


120 minutes 


160 minutes 


240 minutes 


360 minutes 


160 minutes 


240 minutes 


320 minutes 


480 minutes 


720 minutes 



* 1 gigabyte (GB) = 1 billion bytes. Some capacity not available for data storage. 

** Approximations: results will vary based on file size, resolution, compression, bit rate, content, host device, pre-loaded files, and other factors. See www.sandisk.com for more information. 



Speed. This number shows the maximum 
sequential speed that data can be written 
to the card and transferred to a host device. 



Capacity. Be sure to select a card that can store 
your accumulation of photos and video recordings 
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Class Rating. The class rating specified refers to 
the minimum sustained speed at which the 
card can continuously record video data. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Powerful Zoom, Plenty Of Room 




-^i 



Olympus 
STYLUS-7010 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 9454226 (silver) 
9480359 (pink) 
9480377 (gray) 

www.getolympus.com 



Quick Overview 

As the world's smallest 7X wide-angle optical 
zoom camera, the STYLUS-7010 will help you 
take great shots with a camera that's light enough 
to take anywhere. To get the best results, the In- 
telligent Auto function can identify the scene 
you're shooting and adjust the camera's settings 
for you. Its 7X optical zoom and a 28mm wide- 
angle lens will ensure you capture everything 
within your shot setting. Plus, with 12MP, you can 
make poster-sized prints of your favorite photos 
without losing any of the details. 

Perfect For 

People who want a camera that's small in size 
but not short on features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

7X wide-angle optical zoom to capture all of the action 

12MP for poster-sized prints 

2.7-inch Hyper-Crystal II LCD that's easy to see in direct sunlight 

Dual Image Stabilization to reduce motion blur in photos 

Magic Filter adds photo effects such as Pop Art, Pinhole and Fish-Eye 

VGA Movie feature with YouTube uploading 

Advanced Face Detection can lock onto as many as 16 faces 

Shadow Adjustment Technology to bring out details in shadowy scenes 

TruPic III Image Processor to deliver sharp details and less noise in photos 

23 Shooting Modes 

Coolest Feature 

AF Tracking automatically tracks unpredictable, fast-moving subjects, 
such as kids and pets, so you can easily capture great action shots. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Sleek Style With Superior Features 





Olympus FE-4010 

MSRP: $149.99 

SKU: 9454191 (grey) 
9480297 (magenta) 
9480251 (white) 

www.getolympus.com 




Quick Overview 

The FE-4010 from Olympus has all of the features 
you need for shooting great photos. The 4X 
wide-angle optical zoom will let you get close to 
the action while capturing everything and every- 
one in your shot. An Advanced Face Detection 
feature will lock onto up to 16 people at one 
time, making it perfect for group shots, while the 
AF Tracking feature will follow moving subjects, 
such as kids and pets, to adjust the focus and 
brightness to ensure sharp photo results. 

Perfect For 

Those looking for a camera that does it all 
without sacrificing style and sleekness. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 2.7-inch high-resolution LCD 

• 1 2MP for large prints 

• Intelligent Auto adjusts your camera settings based on the scene 
you're shooting 

• High ISO and shutter speeds for sharp, blur-free images 

• 20 shooting modes to take great photos in different scenarios 

• Magic Filter adds photo effects such as Pop Art, Pinhole and Fish-Eye 

• Perfect Fix for in-camera editing features, such as red-eye removal 

• In-Camera Help Guides to help you shoot like a pro 

• Compatible with microSD or xD-Picture Cards 

Coolest Feature 

Use the FE-4010 to record video with sound, then upload the VGA movies 
to YouTube with the included Olympus Master 2 software. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



FUJSFILM 



Digital Camera 

Slim, Stylish & A Great Price 





FUJIFILM FinePix J38 

MSRP: $129.95 

SKU: 9449974 

www.bestbuy.com/fuji 



Quick Overview 

The evolution of digital photography on a 
budget. The FinePix J38 offers state-of-the-art 
technology and features in a compact metal 
chassis only 20mm thin. The feature set ensures 
its high-level features such as Face Detection with 
Auto Red Eye Removal, SR AUTO Automatic 
Scene Recognition, Picture Stabilization, and the 
new Panorama Shooting mode can be used by 
even a first-time digital camera user. 

Perfect For 

Anyone looking for an easy-to-use digital camera 
at a great price with enhanced features that auto- 
matically help you capture a better picture. 



Outstanding Benefits 

12-megapixel power for sharp, clear images 

Fujinon 3x Optical Zoom plus 5.7x Digital Zoom 

Large 2.7" high-resolution LCD with 230,000-pixel resolution 

Panorama mode lets you stitch up to three images together 

SR AUTO Scene Recognition intelligently identifies six scene types 

Face Detection with automatic Red Eye Removal 

Picture Stabilization helps reduce image blur 

Movie Mode @ 30fps with sound and zoom functions 

Coolest Feature 

Panorama mode lets you get creative and capture those sweeping land- 
scapes or large group shots at weddings. Automatically stitch together 
three consecutive shots to produce one impressive panoramic picture. 
It's that easy. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



D-SLR Camera 

Smart. Sharp. Simply Brilliant. 



Nikon 

At the heart of the Image, 





Nikon D5000 D-SLR 
with18-55mmf/3.5- 
5.6G VR IS lens 

MSRP: $849.95 

SKU: 9311755 

www.nikonusa.com 



Quick Overview 

The Nikon D5000 combines logical and easy-to- 
use controls with a robust combination of fea- 
tures, technologies, and performance. Whether 
shooting photos or video, this camera packs the 
tools you need to capture any moment just 
right. With features such as 12.3 MP, Nikon's 
EXPEED image processing, NIKKOR optics, and 
the versatile 2.7-inch Vari-angle LCD monitor, 
you can capture stunning images and HD video 
with remarkable ease. 

Perfect For 

Consumers who are progressing from a point- 
and-shoot digital camera or looking to up- 
grade their current digital SLR. 



Outstanding Benefits 

12.3-megapixel DX-format CMOS image sensor 

3X Zoom AF-S DX NIKKOR 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6G VR IS lens 

D-Movie Mode shoots HD Video with sound 

2.7 inch Vari-angle color LCD monitor 

19 Auto-exposure Scene Modes 

One-button Live View shows your photo composition in real time 

Continous shooting as fast as 4 frames-per-second 

Low noise ISO sensitivity from 200 to 3200 

GPS geo-tagging (requires optional GP-1 GPS unit) 



Coolest Feature 

Not only does the D5000 take stunning still images, it also captures 
smooth 24 fps 720p HD video clips with sound for new creative 
possibilities. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



D-SLR Camera 

Professional-Quality Images Plus Full HD Video 




Canon EOS Rebel T1i 

MSRP: $899.99 

SKU: 9301819 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

The Canon Rebel T1i incorporates many of the 
still capture features of Canon's pro-level EOS 50D 
and 5D Mark II models, and it's also capable of 
capturing HD video. With an HDMI output, sim- 
ply connect the T1i to your HDTV to view HD 
footage and photos. Despite the magnitude of 
this camera's features, operation is easy, and it's 
offered at a D-SLR entry-level price of $899.99. 

Perfect For 

People looking for a professional-quality, fast- 
shooting D-SLR for less than $1,000. The T1 i's HD 
video capabilities are also ideal for those who 
want a camera/camcorder combo. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1 5.1 MP CMOS image sensor with Digic 4 Image Processor— fast pro- 
cessing of 15.1 -megapixel images 

• 1920 x 1080 video capture resolution— combined with T1 i's HDMI out- 
put to deliver HD stills and video to your HDTV 

• 3-inch Clear View LCD— features anti-reflective and scratch-resistant 
coatings to improve outdoor viewing and protect the screen against 
damage 

• Live View— compose photos from the LCD; ideal for taking photos 
from above your head or at odd angles 

Coolest Feature 

The Canon Rebel T1i delivers full HD video capture to deliver a D-SLR that 
can also serve as an HD camcorder. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Panasonic 

HD Camcorder 

Panasonic's Smallest & Lightest Full HD Camcorder 




Panasonic HD 

Camcorder 

HDC-TM15 

MSRP: $549.95 

SKU: 9426846 (Best Buy Exclusive) 

www.panasonic.com 




SIMULATED IMAGE 



Quick Overview 

Panasonic introduces it's smallest and lightest Full 
HD Camcorder to allow for true 1080P HD 
recordings in a small portable size. The HDG 
TM15 uses removable SD Flash Memory cards, 
but also has 16GB of built in memory for addi- 
tional recording capability. As for ease of use, 
Panasonic has incorporated an Intelligent Auto 
mode which adjusts the settings automatically for 
the best recording and Optical Image Stabilization 
to steady your shots. 

Perfect For 

Those who want a camera with the best HD 
recording quality that's compact and affordable. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Removable SD flash memory— allows you to use any size of SD card to 
increase your recording space. Also includes 16GB of internal flash 
memory for added recording space. 

• 16X optical zoom brings images close and a Video light brings back 
color in darker settings. 

• The 2.7" LCD is a fully featured touchscreen for easy operation. 

• 1 .9 Second Quick Power On helps you capture every special 
moment. 

Coolest Feature 

Most people connect their camcorder to the TV with a cable. Now, you 
can remove an SD card from your HDGTM15, insert it into the built-in SD 
Slot on Panasonic's Plasma TV "G" and "V" series or any of Panasonic's 
Blu-ray Disc players, and get immediate HD playback without any cables! 
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Accessories & Services 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue 
to fall as their video and picture quality improves, 
which is especially good news for first-time buyers 
or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new camcorder 



UV FILTER 

Protect digital camcorder and D-SLR lenses from dust, dirt, 
fingerprints, and scratches 

Get clearer, more detailed videos or photographs when 
you're shooting in bright conditions 

TRIPOD - 

Larger tripods are an easy way to ensure steady video footage 

Pan large areas while recording video in one smooth motion 

Use a tripod and your camera's timer to get a picture of 

the entire group without needing someone to man the 

camera 

Keeps your camera steady while you're shooting close-up 

or distance shots, which can prevent photo blurring 



SPARE BATTERIES/CHARGER 

Be sure you're never caught without the power needed to 
capture the perfect moment 

Whether your camera uses proprietary batteries or AAs, keep 
at least one fully charged spare or set in your camera bag 
An additional battery charger will give you the flexibility to 
power up your camera batteries anywhere you're headed, 
even if you're traveling 



EXTRA MEDIA 

Keep spare memory cards on hand so you can snap away 
without having to worry about running out of storage space 
Consider having several memory cards with smaller capacities 
instead of one card with a larger capacity; that way, if some- 
thing goes wrong with one, you'll still have a backup 
For your digital camcorder, keep more recording media in 
your bag than you think you'll need, just in case 



J 




or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have acces- 
sories you should consider buying so you can get the 
most out of your digital imaging device. 133 



ADDITIONAL LENSES/CONVERTER LENSES 



Extra lenses for D-SLRs and converter lenses for digital cam- 
corders can enhance your results by extending your field of 
view, reducing glare, and more 

Telephoto lenses enable you to zoom in from far away; wide- 
angle lenses give you the ability to get a full view even if you're 
close to the subject; and macro lenses will let you achieve up- 
close, detailed shots of your photo subject 



EXTERNAL FLASH 

Light up your subjects from greater distances 

Offer better control of lighting conditions when taking 

photos by directing the angle of the flash 



REMOTE SWITCH 



A longer cable lets you snap photos without having to 
touch the camera, which can also reduce camera shake 
May enable the user to lock the shutter for longer exposure 
times 



DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES 

Once you've set your sights on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking advantage of the digital imaging 
services offered by your local CE retailer. Not only can you 
protect your investment, but you can also discover photog- 
raphy and videography skills that will make your photos 
and videos picture-perfect. 
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D-SLR Or Camcorder Service Plan 
D-SLR Training Course 
Camcorder Training Course 
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COMPUTERS 



HOW TO 



Buy A Digital Projector 



A Display As Big As Your Wall 




ome-theater movies on 
an enormous screen. A 
widescreen TV that fits 
in a drawer. And col- 
orful, compelling presen- 
tations from a briefcase. 



Digital projectors can give you all of 
this. Using some of the same technolo- 
gies as HDTVs, a unit slightly thicker 
than a laptop computer can throw a 
bright, clear image on a bare wall or 
projection screen. 

Shopping for a digital projector is a little 
like shopping for a TV or computer mon- 
itor. First, concentrate on models with in- 
puts compatible with the video source 
you want to use, such as your notebook's 
video outputs. Note that if you plan to 
use your laptop as a BD (Blu-ray Disc) 
player, first verify that it can output pro- 
tected high-def content. Some models 
can't, even if they have HDMI (High- 
Definition Multimedia Interface) ports. 

Speaking of BD, it's smart to buy a pro- 
jector with enough resolution (horizontal 
and vertical pixels) to accommodate 
high-def content. A native resolution of 
Full HD 1080 (1,920 x 1,080) is best for 
viewers who want to get the best image 
quality from their BDs. Still, your com- 
puter will be able to scale video and 
graphics resolutions to suit nearly any 
projector with good results. 

For productivity, video editing, and home 
entertainment, widescreen is the way 
to go. A wide 16:9 aspect ratio (relation 



Epson EX1 00 

$999.99 

www.epson.com 




between horizontal and vertical resolu- 
tion) simply feels like more "desk space" 
for users who work with several applica- 
tion windows open at once. It also allows 
most movies to fit the projected screen 
better than a model with a 4:3 display. 
And really, business presentations will 
look more professional and forward- 
looking with a widescreen projector, too. 

Brighter projectors — ones with higher 
ratings in lumens — have obvious ad- 
vantages. On the other hand, bright 
projection bulbs tend to run hotter, 
which means a warmer room and per- 
haps more distracting fan noise — some- 
thing to avoid in the boardroom as well 
as the living room. 

Contrast ratio, as in HDTVs, tells you the 
difference between a projector's whitest 



Square It Up 

^eystone correction is an adjust- 
,ment that can make a projected 
image look rectangular when the pro- 
jector is above or below the center of 
the screen. A model that can auto- 
matically correct a keystoned (trape- 
zoidal) picture is a good pick for a 
portable business projector that will 
see use on a variety of screens. • 
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and darkest pixel displayed at the same 
time (static) or in different scenes (dy- 
namic). Again, the higher the number, the 
better, but the real test is how the picture 
looks. Don't forget that no part of the 
picture will look truly black on a white 
projection screen or light-colored wall. 

The throw range, such as 1.8 to 2.3:1, 
tells you how wide the projected video 
will be when the projector is a certain 
distance from the screen. Lower num- 
bers mean you'll be able to see a wider 
picture with the unit closer to the 
viewing surface, which will make the pic- 
ture brighter. A low throw ratio can also 
help an undergrad enjoy his projector in 
a small dorm room. Also, the wider the 
spread between the numbers, the more 
zoom/picture size adjustment range the 
projector will have. With enough leeway, 
said student could take his projector to 
movie night in the commons room. 

Finally, consider a portable projector for 
business presentations and other on- 
the-go computing needs. You'll get the 
benefits of a giant monitor without the 
hassle of carrying one around. Don't 
forget a carry bag for easier portability 
and better protection. IS 

by Marty Sems 
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COMPUTERS 



Next Class Laptops 

Designed With Students In Mind 





o meet the computing requirements of its col- 
lege customers, Best Buy has collaborated with 
Dell, HP, Sony, and Toshiba to design a line of 
exclusive student-friendly laptops. The Next 
Class series was developed after feedback was 
gathered from thousands of college students. 
The result is a line of laptops that can handle the world of 
academia but also fulfill a scholar's entertainment needs 
during an occasional study break. 

All computers in the Next Class series come preinstalled 
with Microsoft Office Home and Student, include at least 
one year of antivirus protection, and offer three to six hours 
of battery life — plus loads of other features students will 
find useful. To help you find the Next Class laptop that 
works best for you, here's a quick overview of what each 
model brings to the table. 

SonyVGN-NW125J/T 

The Sony VGN-NW125J/T ($799.99; www.sony.com) is a 
powerful laptop that's prepared to handle intense multi- 
media student projects. And to communicate face-to-face 
with loved ones back at home, the VGN-NW125J/T has a 
built-in Web cam. This laptop also supports multiple wire- 
less technology capabilities, including 802.1 1a/b/g/n, 
to help you stay connected to the Web. 

HP Pavilion DV4-1465DX 

An enduring battery life is a must for anyone who needs a com- 
puter that can survive a packed class schedule. The HP Pavilion 



DV4-1465DX ($749.99; www.hp.com) offers up to six hours of 
battery life. And if you enjoy documenting life with photos, a 
digital media card reader will immediately upload images from 
your digital camera's memory card. 

Dell Studio 1440-022B 

At 4.7 pounds, the Dell Studio 1440-022B ($749.99; www 
.dell.com) shouldn't weigh you down when you're on the 
go. Despite its light weight, the Studio 1440-022B includes 
a 14.1 -inch widescreen display and 3GB of memory. In be- 
tween classes, you can squeeze in some multimedia enjoy- 
ment by visiting Web sites such as YouTube and Hulu 
using its 5.1 -channel surround-sound speakers. 

Toshiba Satellite M505-S4940 

The Toshiba Satellite M505-S4940 ($649.99; www.toshi 
ba.com) comes at an affordable price and is packed with 
plenty of features, such as a widescreen display with 
TruBrite technology, which is ideal for dimly lit classroom 
settings where projectors or videos are frequently a part of 
your lecture. And with 320GB of hard drive space, you'll 
have enough storage to save all of your research, projects, 
and homework assignments. 

Passing Period 

With reasonable price points and must-have features, 
the Next Class series laptops combine grade-A technology with 
style and practicality. For that reason, these computers are a 
must-have on any back-to-school shopping list. B3 
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COMPUTERS 



On-The-Go 
Computing 

Netbooks Make It Easy 





obody really likes being 
weighed down by extra 
baggage. When you're 
on the move, it's best to 
carry electronics that 
will increase your pro- 
ductivity without be- 
coming a burden, so a netbook might be 
a perfect solution. A portable computer 
that is smaller and less powerful than a 
notebook, this lightweight PC can be the 
perfect travel companion for someone 
who doesn't need the full processing 
power of a notebook but does need 
quick access to Web applications, such as 
email, instant messaging, and video chat. 

Easy, Breezy 

Netbooks are a great solution when you 
need more than a just a smartphone, 
but a notebook is overkill. Netbook 
processors are less powerful than those 
found on notebooks and desktop com- 
puters, and they also feature smaller 
hard drives and less RAM, which means 
you won't be able to store as many files 
or work on several files simultaneously 
without sacrificing the performance of 
your computer. Most netbooks also 
lack an internal optical drive for run- 
ning software from a disc and playing 
DVDs and CDs. For these reasons, it's 
important to note that a netbook is not 
meant to replace the use of a notebook 
or desktop computer. 

These diminutive devices are mainly de- 
signed to deliver Internet capabilities, so 
you can browse the Web, check your 
email, and update social networking sites 
wherever you can access an Internet 



connection. To help you get connected, 
models offer built-in wireless Internet 
cards and/or Ethernet ports, so you can 
connect with a wired or wireless Internet 
connection. In addition to Web connec- 
tivity, a netbook can be used for other 
basic computing tasks, such as word pro- 
cessing and listening to music. Online 
video chatting is also possible on models 
that include a built-in Web camera. 

Netbooks For All Lifestyles 

A netbook may not be as powerful as a 
notebook, but they offer plenty of ben- 
efits for people with different lifestyles. 

Road warriors. Business people who 
constantly travel to conferences and 
meetings can get plenty of work accom- 
plished with the Web capabilities a net- 
book has to offer. Most professionals 
have smartphones, but unlike netbooks, 
those devices aren't ideal for typing long 
emails recapping all of the things they 
learned on their trip. And because net- 



Ports & Slots 

lthough netbooks generally lack 
k an optical disc drive, you can 
still share media if a netbook offers 
built-in memory card slots or USB 
ports. These inputs will allow you to 
quickly upload photos or videos you 
took during your latest travels and 
email them to the folks back home. 
You can also purchase an external 
optical drive that connects to your 
netbook via USB cord. This will let 
you listen to CDs or download soft- 
ware from a disc to your netbook. ' 
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books have a more limited processing 
power than most notebooks, the bat- 
tery life is longer, which means you'll 
have enough power to last you all day. 

Students. A netbook will help students 
stay on top of their projects and papers, 
as they can take their netbooks with 
them to classes to take notes with a 
Web-based word processing application, 
such as Google Docs (docs.google.com), 
and do Web research. This way, students 
can easily email information to their 
study groups and upload files to sharing 
sites using their netbook and the 
Internet connection provided. And if 
they're far away from home and want a 
little face time with long-distance friends 
and family, students can also utilize a 
netbook's integrated Web cam to chat 
with an instant messenger application. 

Retired world traveler. For those who 
wish to discover different destinations all 
over the globe during their retirement, a 
netbook is an ideal way to continue to 
keep in touch about your adventures 
with loved ones back home. You can post 
scenic pictures on photo-sharing sites, 
update your blog about the local cuisine 
you've tried, and share your upcoming 
travel plans on social networking sites. 

For quick, convenient access to the Web 
and other basic computing tasks, a net- 
book is the perfect complement to a 
desktop computer. You'll have all the 
benefits of a smartphone and laptop 
without the cons of either. \H 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Improved PC Graphics 

The Right Graphics Card For You 



^^^^^h o, you're in the market 
for a new graphics card, 

A^ and you're trying to as- 

^T^ certain which specs to 

F^^F^ look for. There are sev- 
eral key features to keep 
in mind when shopping 

for a graphics card. 

Motherboard interface. Be sure you 
know which type of interface your moth- 
erboard has when buying a graphics card. 
This is the way a graphics card physically 
connects to the computer and will deter- 
mine what kind of card you need. Any 
motherboard made within the last few 
years should have PCI-E slots, which sup- 
planted AGP as the de facto standard for 
graphics card interfaces. Older boards, 
however, use AGP or PCI to connect 
graphics cards to a PC. 

Memory. One of the most important 
specs to consider is the amount of dedi- 
cated video memory. The more mem- 
ory a card has, the more video data it 
can hold at once, leading to faster 
graphics rendering. 

You'll need a graphics card with a certain 
amount of memory, depending on what 
you want to accomplish. For example, a 
low-end card with less than 256MB of 
memory is ideal for basic tasks such as of- 
fice productivity applications, Web 
browsing, and light photo editing or 
gaming. A midrange card with 256 to 
512MB of memory is suited better to 
high-resolution 3D online gaming and 
will likely support CrossFire and SLI con- 
figurations. High-end cards with more 
than 512MB of memory can do it all — 
professional-grade photo and video 
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editing, playing the latest games at max- 
imum resolution, and anything else you 
can throw at them. 

Clock speed. Just as the computer's 
processor acts like a brain and processes 
many tasks, the graphics card processes 
video, such as games and movies. Thus, 
the clock speed, or how fast the GPU 
can process information, is an impor- 
tant factor to consider. Additionally, 
the number of stream processors is an 



Video Card 
Connections 

It's also important to consider what 
ports a card has available to ensure 
you have the right cables to connect 
your devices, such as monitors and 
HDTVs. Common connectors are 
VGA, DVI, and HDMI. VGA is the 
oldest standard of the three, while 
DVI and HDMI provide the same 
video quality. However, HDMI also 
sends an audio signal; DVI does not. 
With HDMI-out plus HDCP sup- 
port (which is necessary to play Blu- 
ray discs on a computer's optical 
drive), you can watch video on your 
TV or play Blu-ray Disc movies. 

FirstGlimpsel 



important feature, as they contribute to 
the overall processing power of the 
card. For a higher-end card, look for a 
clock speed above 500MHz. 

Dual-card setups. If you want to double 
your graphics power to get better frame 
rates while gaming, you can add a 
graphics card to your system to create a 
dual-card setup. Dual-card setups from 
ATI and Nvidia, the two primary 
graphics card chipmakers, are called 
CrossFire and SLI, respectively. This will 
give you double the graphics power 
than one card will. Some cards also have 
more than one GPU; thus, if you get a 
card with two GPUs, you essentially 
have a CrossFire or SLI setup on one 
card, which may factor into your deci- 
sion about whether to buy two cards or 
stick with a single powerful one. 

The Best Card For You 

There's a graphics card for every budget 
and purpose, from basic graphics needs 
to intensive gaming and photo and 
video processing. Use the above guide 
to help you decide what card will best 
serve your needs. B3 

by Seth Colaner 






hopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the com- 
plex terminology. Here, 
we explain some com- 
mon computer jargon. 



Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices such as com- 
puters, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being physically connected 
with a cord. 

broadband— Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access that 
is faster than dial-up. Broadband speed 
varies depending on the provider. Cable 
companies deliver broadband via coaxial 
cable, whereas phone companies offer 
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line), which de- 
livers broadband via telephone lines. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube)— An old analog 
display technology for TVs and computer 
monitors. It features an electron gun illu- 
minating phosphor dots that line the in- 
side of a glass tube. When the phosphors 
are lit, they display on-screen images. 
CRTs consume a great deal of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Many CRTs support 
digital signals, though these degrade in 
quality when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 
features two processors, each with its 



own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 
a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which a computer and a network are 
physically linked with a cord. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or other out- 
side source to your computer; it might 
also limit your computer's access to the 
network. The security measures are de- 
signed to protect your computer from 
outsiders who'd like to exploit it in some 
way. By the same token, firewalls may pre- 
vent infected files on your computer 
from accessing the larger network and 
spreading the problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network)— A group 
of computers that are physically 
connected by wires so they can 
communicate with one another and 
share information. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— This tech- 
nology sandwiches liquid crystals be- 
tween thin sheets of glass. The crystals 
twist and untwist to allow and block 
light from a backlight, forming the im- 
ages you see. LCDs are thinner, lighter, 
and consume less power than CRTs. 
Initially used mostly in notebook PCs, 
you'll now find LCD TVs and computer 



monitors, and they are also in digital 
cameras, cell phones, portable DVD 
players, and PDAs, among others. 

office suite — Productivity software, such 
as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
OpenOffice, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial tools. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor — Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU, this integrated 
circuit controls the computer. 

RAM (random-access memory)— A 

standard type of memory that's 
read from and written to by the CPU 
and hardware. 

upgradeable — This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective or 
obsolete device or component. For in- 
stance, you may add more memory, 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD, or swap out an older video card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV on 
your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 03 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



NETWORKING 



Q 



What's the difference between wireless and 
wired networking? 



A A wireless network uses electromagnetic waves to 
transfer data from the Internet from one device to an- 
other without requiring a cord to do so. A wired network pro- 
vides an Internet connection via physical wiring. 



Q 



Is a wired or wireless connection better? 



/This depends on what devices you want to network 
and your connection preferences. If you value the flexi- 
bility of connecting electronics without wires and being able 
to access a connection anywhere in your house, go with a 
wireless network. A wired network connection is more reli- 
able, but your device support is limited by the number of 
ports on the router. 



Q 



Is a wired or wireless network more secure? 



A A wired network, or an Ethernet-connected network, 
provides a more secure data transfer, as only the devices 
that are plugged in can access the connection. 



Q 



What is Wi-Fi? 

Wi-Fi uses WLAN (wireless local-area network) tech- 
nology, which lets you access an Internet connection 
without hooking up an Ethernet cable to a wireless router. Wi- 
Fi can also refer to the availability of a wireless Internet con- 
nection, known as a "hotspot." 



Q 



What is a router? 



A router enables you to share an Internet connection be- 
tween multiple devices. It is required to build a home 
network, wired or wireless. 



Q 



What components are required for creating a wireless 
or wired network? 



A To create a wireless network, you'll need a broadband 
modem, wireless router, and an Ethernet cable to con- 
nect the router to your PC. A wired network also requires a 
router and an Ethernet cord in order to serve as an Internet 
access point for all devices connected to the wired network. 



Q 



What is bandwidth? 



Bandwidth refers to the amount of data that is trans- 
mitted through a cable or wireless connection. A higher 

bandwidth number indicates a faster transmission speed, 

meaning your pages will load faster or slower. 



Q 



How fast should my network data transfer rate be? 



Choose the 802.1 1n standard if you want faster perfor- 
mance; improved transfer speed will carry more 
megabytes per second, or MBps. This indicates how quickly 
you can receive information over the connection. 



Q 



What do the specifications 802.1 1a/b/g/n mean? 



A These letters represent the latest wireless standards for 
wireless networking routers, which determine transfer 
speed. The latest standard, 802.1 1n, offers speed and 
broad coverage. 



Q 



What type of peripheral devices can I wirelessly net- 
work with my PC? 



You can connect Wi-Fi-compatible peripheral devices, 
such as printers and other computing devices, to your 
network. Or, you can use a set-top box to wirelessly stream PC 
content to your home-theater receiver. This way, you won't 
have to connect a hardwired network throughout your home. 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 





Operating 
system 


Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Screen size 


Dimensions; 
Weight 


Optical drives; 
Media card reader 


What It Means 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 


Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 


Compaq Presario 
►1 CQ60-417DX 

WjlpU MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9375936 


Windows 
Vista 


2.2GHz Intel 

Celeron 

900 


160GB; 3GB 


15.6 inches 


1.7x14.9x9.9 
inches; 6.6 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


^^^^^_ Dell Inspiron 14 
MSRP: $599* 
SKU 93871 11 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Basic 


2GHz Intel 
Pentium 
Dual Core 
T4200 


250GB; 3GB 


14 inches 


1x13.3x9.4 
inches; 4.96 
pounds 


DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 
(optional) 


— — — 1 Toshiba Satellite 
ProL300-EZ1523 

W*j™ MSRP: $629* 
^H-*" SKU 9447397 


Windows XP 
Professional 


2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


250GB; 4GB 


15.4 inches 


1.5x14.2 
x10.5 inches; 
5.5 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


Asus U81A 
^j^*^, MSRP: $649.99* 
^^^^ SKU 9382535 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
Mobile 


320GB; 4GB 


14 inches 


1.3x13.8x9.6 
inches; 4.7 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


-. Samsung 
3 Q320-32P 

\Wk |L MSRP: $929.99* 
^^^^ SKU 9375017 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.53GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


13.4 inches 


1.3to1.44x 
12.83x9 
inches; 4.9 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


ir n, HP Pavilion 
S dv6-1259dx 

^ MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 9415091 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


500GB; 6GB 


15.6 inches 


1.6x14.9x 
10.2 inches; 
6.3 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


fei VGN-BZ562N 
"** B^ MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 9458437 


Windows 
Vista Business 
with XP Pro 
downgrade 


2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


15.4 inches 


1.5x14.3x 
10.5 inches; 
5.8 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


■r^i ApP ' e 

\ MacBook Pro 

l^§_____, MSRP: $1,199* 

SKU 9375115 


Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 


2.26GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 


160GB; 2GB 


13.3 inches 


0.95x1 2.78x 
8.94 inches; 
4.5 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Netbook Is Best For You? 

etbooks don't offer the full capabilities that notebooks do, but these compact devices are ideal for those who need to stay 
connected while on the go. To find the netbook that fits your mobility needs, here's a comparison of the latest models. 









Operating 
system 


Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Graphics 
card 


Memory 
card reader 


Ports 




What It Means 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows XP or 
Linux) that con- 
trols your PC 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


Controls the 
quality of the 
video and im- 
ages you see 
on-screen 


Slots that can 
read media 
cards without a 
separate peri- 
pheral 


Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 


1 

\ 


{g 


Acer Aspire One 
D25CM706 

MSRP: $349.99* 
^ SKU 9415153 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/MMC/ 
MS/xD- 
Picture Card 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 


njj|j 


Asus 1005HA 
EeePC 

^ MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9441909 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 


% 


Dell Inspiron 
Mini 10 

^ MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9383918 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
500 


SD/MMC/ 
MS 


3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 




Toshiba Mini 
NB205-N210 

MSRP: $349.99* 
_ SKU 9371618 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.66GHz 
Intel Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 






a 


HP Mini 1036 
NRPC 

■ MSRP: $369.99* 
SKU 9446138 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MS/ 
xD-Picture 
Card 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 


f il 


Samsung 
N12CM2GBK 

^ MSRP: $439.99* 
SKU 9365493 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 




Compaq Mini 
110C-1040DX 

^ MSRP: $389.99* 
SKU 9376953 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/MMC/ 
MS/xD- 
Picture Card 


3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 


pi 


Sony VAIO Lifestyle 
Netbook 

^ MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 9210025 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Basic 


1.33GHz 
Intel Atom 


60GB; 2GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
500 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MS 
Duo 


2 USB; 1 
Ethernet 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

More Ou Your PC 



C 



omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

| y* *| Corel Paint Shop 
Bti Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

^^^™ www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 



EIGHTS J 


Adobe Photoshop 
Elements 7 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 



Photoshop Elements 7 from Adobe makes it 
easy to fix red-eye, combine photos for the per- 
fect group shot, or tweak the color balance to 
make your photos look their best. 

Roxio Creator 2009 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

With Roxio' s Creator 2009, pre- 
serving your memories has become simpler 
than ever. You can now easily edit and 
touch up your photos, create unique DVDs 
using your home movies, and organize your 
music collection. 




print shop 123 



Broderbund 

The Print Shop 23 Deluxe 

$49.99* 
www.broderbund.com 



Easily create banners, business cards, letter- 
head, calendars, photo greeting cards, invita- 
tions, and more right from your computer with 
The Print Shop 23 Deluxe from Broderbund. 



Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
Version 12 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies, even in HD. 




ili*e 




Apple iLife '09 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac to orga- 
nize photos, create a Web site, record music, 
or edit movies. 



Cakewalk Music Creator 5 

$34.99* 

www.cakewalk.com 
A user-friendly interface lets you 
bring your music to life and give it a profes- 
sional sound. You can record, transcribe, and 
print your very own music. 

Apple Final Cut Express 4 

$199.99* 

www.apple.com 
A drag-and-drop interface provides seamless 
movement between editing trimming and 
adding effects to your videos. The software 
is compatible with popular HD formats, in- 
cluding HDV and AVCHD. 



Business Applications 




Microsoft Office Ultimate 2007 

$679.95* 

www.m icrosoft.com 

Use all of today's most popular busi- 
ness office applications— Excel, PowerPoint, 
and Word— plus Office Groove, InfoPath, One- 
Note, Access, Publisher, and Outlook to com- 
plete a project of any size or complexity. 

Adobe Acrobat 9 
Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents. The new version also includes 
a Form Wizard and commenting tools. 

■ Intuit Quicken 
Business 2009 

www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and your bills with ease- 
keep track of your accounts and set alerts to 
remind you of due dates. You can also save 
money through Quicken Picks' online coupons 
and discounts. 

Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 2 

$79.99* 

www.vmware.com 
Use VMware Fusion 2 to run Windows appli- 
cations on your Intel-based Mac, giving you 
greater freedom and productivity. 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games Sid 
Meier's Civiliza- 
tion IV: The 
Complete Edition 

$39.99* 

www.2kgames.com 

Get the complete Civilization IV 

experience with the DRM-free 

version of classic Civilization IV 

plus three expansions. 







Her Interactive 
Nancy Drew 
Dossier 

$19.99* 
www.herinteractive.com 
You, as Nancy Drew, go under- 
cover on a movie set to investi- 
gate a Hollywood-style mystery 
Uncover who is behind suspi- 
cious press leaks and produc- 
tion accidents with Nancy's 
sleuthing skills. Earning points 
during the game reveals an 
alternate ending. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 
Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes, then 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Enlight 
Restaurant 
Empire II 

$19.99* 
www.enlight.com 
The sequel to Restaurant Empire 
takes you further into the culi- 
nary universe, where managing 
a restaurant isn't always a 
picnic. Includes new restaurant 
themes, categories, and more. 





Home 
Productivity 

B Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
10 Preferred 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and doc- 
uments much faster than you 
can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typing 
for you. The software has an ac- 
curacy rate of up to 99%. 



'" mobile - ' 




Apple MobileMe 

$99* 

www.apple.com 
MobileMe, Apple's 
Internet service, lets you keep 
your email, contacts, and cal- 
endar up-to-date across your 
iPhone, iPod touch, Mac, and PC. 
It also lets you store and share 
documents online via iDisk, and 
you can manage everything on- 
line through a suite of Web ap- 
plications at www.me.com. 

Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2009 

m $39.95* 

www.microsoft.com 
Heading out on a road trip? Use 
Streets & Trips to plan your ad- 
venture and share your travel 
plans with friends and family 
who will be joining you on 
thejourney 

Susteen 

Data Pilot Backup 

& Sync Kit (LG) 

$24.99* 
www.datapilot.com 
Back up and sync your cell 
phone memory to your com- 
puter with a backup and sync 
kit. Kits for other phone manu- 
facturers are also available. 





Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky 
Labs Internet 
Security 
2009 

$79.95* 

www.kaspersky.com 
Premium protection that's 
updated hourly to keep your 
system safe from even the most 
recent threats. 

Kaspersky 
Labs Anti- 
Virus 2009 

$59.99* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky 's Anti-Virus 2009 has 
added an advanced antivirus 
engine that increases scan times, 
giving you even better protection 
against viruses, Trojans, worms, 
spyware, adware, and more. 




m 



Webroot 
Software Spy 
Sweeper With 
Antivirus 

$49.99* 
www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity, and everyday 
updates give your computer on- 
going protection. 

Trend Micro 
Antivirus + 
AntiSpyware 2009 

$39.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 
Automatic scans, updates, and 
outbreak alerts make it easy to 
safeguard data and files. Protects 
against viruses, worms, spyware, 
and Trojan horses, keeping your 
personal data safe. 




Backup/ 
Recovery 




Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

H=M $69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 
Mechanic 

$49.95* 
www.iolo.com 




With System Mechanic, you can 
find and fix errors and fragmen- 
tation on your PC, clean out 
clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2009 

-^ $49.99* 

www.acronis.com 

With just one click, you can rest 
assured that your computer- 
operating system, files, applica- 
tions, settings, and all— is 
backed up, so you can quickly 
recover from a crash. 

iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 

www.iolo.com 
When it's time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all your 
personal data has been de- 
leted. DriveScrubber will wipe 
your entire drive, including 
free space, and restore dam- 
aged drives. 
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KEYBOARD 

An ergonomic design can cut down on wrist strain associ- 
ated with carpal tunnel syndrome 
Bluetooth connectivity lends itself to a tidy desk with one 
less wire to contend with 

A specialty model, such as a gaming or media keyboard, 
can add functionality to your pastime of choice 

SURGE PROTECTOR - 



^ A wireless mouse will cut down on cable clutter at your 

desk while offering the convenience of portability for 

laptop use 
^ A gaming mouse can deliver better accuracy and speed for 

the ultimate in control 
^ Consider customizable buttons if you want to be able to 

access media, files, or programs with one-touch access 



Ensure the electrical current running to your desktop or laptop 
computer doesn't exceed proper levels 
Portable models will protect your laptop when you're on the 
go for work or play 



CLEANING KIT - 

O Specially designed cleaners will keep your LCD or plasma 
computer screen clean without running the risk of 
scratching its surface 

^ Cloths are often made out of low-conductivity material in 
order to reduce static 



PRINTER - 

O A quality photo printer will eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for 4x6 prints and give you the ability to instantly 
share your photo memories 

^ An all-in-one model is the perfect addition for any busy 
family that needs a device that can operate as a copier, 
scanner, fax, and printer 

.WEBCAM - 

i > Bridge the gap between long-distance family and friends with 

online video chatting by adding a Web cam to your setup 

v y 



USB HUB - 

O Offers an affordable way to connect all of your peripherals, 
even if you have more gadgets than USB ports 

O Adds the convenience of easy USB access— no more 

reaching behind your computer to plug in your USB devices 



EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE 

O Protect precious video and photo memories with backups 
( > Keep your computer running more efficiently by saving large 
files, such as your media collection, on an external drive 



/COMPUTING SERVICES - 

To keep your desktop or laptop computer in tip-top shape, 
take advantage of the computing services offered at your 
local CE retailer. They can help you keep your machine run- 
ning smoothly and free from the dangers that lurk online. 

Computer Setup & Networking 
Virus & Spyware Removal 
Data Backup & Recovery 
Hardware & Software Upgrades 
Training & Consultation 
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Car Audio Upgrades 

Have After-Factory Audio System, Will Travel 




hether you're a gui- 
tarist heading to 
the next gig in a van 
or a saleswoman 
crisscrossing one 
of your territories 
by car, replacing a standard factory-in- 
stalled car audio system is a surefire 
means of bolstering anyone's auto- 
dwelling existence. 

Speaking Of Speakers 

Replacing generic stock speakers with 
more powerful after-factory models 
constructed of longer-lasting, higher- 
quality material will significantly 
bump in-car audio quality no matter 
the scenario, be it a commuter lis- 
tening to audio books with enhanced 
clarity at lower volumes or a big band 
lover basking in strings, percussions, 
and woodwinds that resonate more 
forcefully. Whereas standard speakers 
essentially mash highs, mid-ranges, 
and lows through one output, in- 
dividual tweeters (highs), woofers 
(lows and midrange), and subwoofers 
(bottom end) serve one dedicated 
purpose and thus output crisper, non- 
shrilling treble and pulsing bass 
that complements but doesn't over- 
whelm midranges. 

Car speakers are available in both full- 
range and component choices. Full-range 
speakers construct a tweeter and woofer 
into a single body, while component sys- 
tems consist of individual tweeters and 
woofers working with a separate sub- 
woofer. Typically, component speakers 
churn out more distinctive, dynamic 
audio than full-range systems. 



niMfe 




Mt 




jm 



J* 00*000*009* »♦**** 

•9**99*********** 9 • 



V*V»\\\VLV"J>*********' 




Amp It Up 

Depending on the car audio system, 
amps, which supply components with 
extra power, may be a mandatory pur- 
chase, as factory-supplied amplifiers 
typically lack the oomph to properly 
power after-factory components, espe- 
cially during peak performance and 
when a power-gobbling subwoofer is 
involved. By providing extra and 
cleaner power, not only will amp-pow- 
ered components perform at peak 
ability, components won't be under 
stress and strain, translating to super- 
ior audio. 

Deck Out The Dash 

If amps and speakers are the heavy lifters, 
an in-dash deck is a foreman instructing 
everyone what to do. Beyond basic CD, 
AM/FM radio, and cassette playback, 
modern decks might also support DVD 
movie playback on an integrated touch- 
screen. Current decks can also directly 
connect AAP3 players via an auxiliary port, 
dial into HD Radio and satellite radio, 
make hands-free cell phone calls via inte- 
grated Bluetooth, and navigate streets 
with built-in GPS software. 
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When shopping, check that the deck 
you're interested in supports the audio 
and video file formats you'll play from 
a connected media player or SD card 
(if the deck has a card slot). Security- 
wise, look for a deck with a detachable 
faceplate that can slip into a pocket 
when away from the car. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 



RMS vs. Peak 
Power 

Two key measurements re- 
lated to car audio systems 
are peak power and RMS 
(root means square) power. 
Measured in watts, RMS is 
the amount of continual 
power a speaker can handle or 
amp can produce. Peak power 
is the highest amount of 
power an amp can generate or 
a speaker can handle. RMS is 
the preferable measurement, 
with a higher number of watts 
supported being better. • 
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Car Video 

Entertainment On Wheels 



n-the-go DVD play- 
ers are a combina- 
tion of portability, 
visual entertainment, 
and convenience. 
With several options 
available, including in-dash DVD decks 
and portable DVD players as well as 
numerous monitor types, you can cus- 
tomize your car video system to fit the 
interior of your vehicle. 

DVD Players For The Road 

In-dash decks control the content 
playing on your front and backseat 
monitors, However, many models in- 
clude more features than just being 
able to play DVDs. For instance, you 
can purchase a satellite-ready or HD 
Radio-capable player in order to tune 
in to the latest sports scores or talk 
radio or one with a connection for 
your MP3 player. 

A portable DVD player gives you the 
freedom to watch DVDs anywhere in 
the car. Furthermore, they are perfect 
for taking with you when you make 
your stops during a multi-state road 
trip. In terms of screen size, portable 
players include displays ranging from 7 
to 10 inches. Other features, such as a 
widescreen display, zoom selector, 
anti-shock technology, and headphone 
jacks, might be included, as well. 

DVD Car Monitors 

When you install an in-dash DVD deck 
or buy a portable player, you'll 
also want to consider what type of 
monitor is best-suited for your vehicle. 




A visor monitor provides a cinematic 
experience for front-seat passen- 
gers: It's convenient to flip up and 
hide when you're not using it, and the 
included remote can control your 
player when you are watching your fa- 
vorite DVD. 

Similarly, an overhead system for the 
back seat swivels and folds up when 
you're not using it. A ceiling monitor 
that connects to a portable DVD player 
lets you watch a movie on a larger dis- 
play. Some of these also include built-in 
DVD players. Most overhead DVD 
player monitors range in size from 10 to 
20 inches. If you have the room, spring 
for a 20-inch widescreen LCD monitor, 
so your children can enjoy a theater- 
quality experience while watching their 
favorite animated movie in the mini- 
van's backseat. 

A headrest monitor is ideal for a more 
intimate in-car video option. Keep in 
mind that headrest monitors are de- 
signed to connect to your portable 
DVD player via the appropriate cables 
(see the "Headrest DVD Players" sidebar 
for more information). 



Video To Go 

The assortment of car video options pro- 
vides enough variety to help you deter- 
mine what model is ideal for your vehicle, 
so make sure the one you buy is best- 
suited for your car and your lifestyle. B3 

by Joanna Safford 
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Headrest 
DVD Players 

If you drive a compact car 
and you want to install a 
video setup, you might be 
somewhat cramped for space. 
So, the next alternative is to 
install a headrest system. You 
can add a rear-seat or rear- 
headrest monitor to your in- 
car DVD system, so backseat 
passengers can watch DVDs 
while you drive. A headrest 
monitor system comes equip- 
ped with LCD monitors and 
might include RF wireless 
headphone transmitters or a 
built-in disc player. • 



FirstGlimpse / September 2009 57 



LIFESTYLE CLOSE-UP: TECH FOR THE ROAD 



Paper Maps Be Gone 



Get GPS In Your Dash 



Pt's time to throw away the 
archaic paper maps and get 
a GPS device in your car. 
Portable GPS devices are a 
popular choice, thanks to 
their convenience and af- 
fordability. However, in-dash GPS units 
provide a host of features that aren't 
available in portable units, which 
makes them a great tool for the 
fiercest road warrior. There are also a 
handful of features useful for everyday 
driving situations. 

Sound Fundamentals 

A GPS device uses satellite information 
to pinpoint where you are and provide 
directions to where you are going. A 
GPS device that's built into your car has 
an internal antenna that is able to pull 
in a strong satellite signal for accurate 
mapping and instant weather and traffic 
updates. Access to instant live updates 
is useful for navigating safely and quickly 
through your daily commute. 

Additionally, in-dash units feature large, 
colorful touchscreens that range between 
5 and 7 inches, which makes them easier 
to see and therefore safer to reference 
while driving; preloaded maps and points 
of interest, such as restaurants, gas sta- 
tions, and movie theaters; and voice- 
guided turn-by-turn directions. Most 
in-dash players also include a memory 
card slot for adding new maps. 

Media On The Move 

In addition to navigation features, in- 
dash GPS units offer a handful of multi- 
media functions to enhance your time 




in the car. Most in-dash units offer a 
CD/DVD player, and some even support 
satellite radio or HD Radio (which pro- 
vides you with CD-quality audio), with a 
subscription and additional accessories. 
And because some in-dash GPS units in- 
clude built-in connectivity options for 
digital audio players, you will be able to 
enjoy your own customized music li- 
brary through your car's speakers. 

The Bluetooth technology offered with 
some in-dash GPS units can help you 
stay safe on the road by allowing you to 
make and receive calls hands-free with 
your mobile phone. You won't need to 
pair a Bluetooth headset with your 
phone because you can directly connect 
to an in-dash GPS device to chat with 
others using your GPS' microphone and 
car's audio system. You can also wire- 
lessly connect and listen to media from 
other devices, such as digital audio 
players, with an in-dash GPS' embedded 
Bluetooth technology. 

Get What You Need 

Powerful navigational features coupled 
with plentiful multimedia capabilities 



make an in-dash GPS unit especially 
useful for those who spend lots of time 
traveling through unfamiliar areas or 
steering through a tough daily commute. 
And with an in-dash GPS unit, you won't 
have to worry about your device taking 
up space on your windshield or falling 
down while you're driving, which could 
provide an unsafe distraction. B3 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 



Leave It To 
The Pros 

Installing an in-dash GPS 
unit can be tricky, so it's 
best to leave the task to the 
experts, especially because 
most in-dash units require 
professional installation. In 
addition to helping you de- 
cide which device is compat- 
ible with your car, they'll 
make sure the GPS unit's 
wires are correctly connected 
and hidden, as well as give 
you a primer on how to use 
your new device. • 
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More Than Just 
Navigation 

Internet-Connected GPS Units 



Draditional GPS units are 
only as accurate as the 
maps and points of in- 
terest preloaded in the 
device's memory. For ex- 
ample, if a business or 
restaurant has moved, most GPSes 
couldn't direct you to the new location 
without a map update. Recently, some 
manufacturers have begun integrating 
cellular Internet connectivity into GPS 
units, so you can receive real-time infor- 
mation on points of interest, traffic, gas 
prices, weather, and other updates 
handy for traveling. In this article, we'll 
show you why you should consider a 
GPS device that's Internet-connected. 

Slow Traffic Ahead 

To determine the quickest route to 
your destination, Internet-connected 
GPS units can utilize data from traffic 
Web sites (most current models use 
Traffic.com) and base their directions 
off of current traffic flow. For instance, 
the GPS can examine the current speed 
of traffic for various stretches of road 
in your route, check for accidents, and 
assess the traffic caused by local events, 
such as a football game or parade. 

And because GPS units can compare the 
traffic data from multiple route options, 
you'll know that the GPS will get you to 
your destination via the fastest route pos- 
sible. The real-time traffic feature is perfect 
for people who are unfamiliar with local 
traffic patterns and travelers who need to 
be on time to meetings or events when 




driving in unknown areas. A subscription 
is required for most Internet-connected 
GPS units, but nearly all include a few free 
trial months, so you'll have plenty of time 
to determine if the extra features are 
worth the monthly cost. 

Get More Information 

The link to the Internet also allows a GPS 
unit to display the latest weather fore- 
casts, gas prices, and reviews and current 
contact information for points of in- 
terest, rather than addresses and phone 
numbers that are outdated. Most 
Internet-connected GPS units use 
Google Local Search — a popular free on- 
line tool that gives you access to restau- 
rant reviews, ATM locations, and movie 
times, among others — to provide reliable 
information for points of interest. Real- 
time weather forecasts are handy on 
trips when you're too busy to catch the 
weather report and can also warn you 
about weather conditions that you 
might end up driving into. And of course, 
having real-time gas prices from sites 
such as gasbuddy.com displayed on your 
GPS device can help save you money by 
directing you to the lowest price nearby. 



With a greater wealth of information at 
your fingertips, an Internet-connected 
GPS offers added value over traditional 
GPS units, which reduces the need to 
carry around a guidebook, stop to ask for 
additional details, or search your smart- 
phone for pertinent information. B3 

by Nathan Lake 



Final 
Destinations 



I 



nternet-connected GPSes 
typically have their own 
email addresses, so you can 
send maps directly to the GPS 
from your computer. The fea- 
ture is particularly useful for 
people who preplan trips 
using Google Maps, because 
you can email all of the loca- 
tions you want to visit to your 
GPS. Rather than writing 
down the destinations and 
manually entering the ad- 
dresses into your GPS, you can 
simply upload all of the ad- 
dresses at one time. • 
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HD & Satellite Radio 

What You Need To Get Started 




hether you're wak- 
ing up with some 
energetic tunes or 
listening to a talk 
show during your 
commute, you can 
improve the quality of your morning 
radio-listening routine by switching to 
digital radio. HD Radio and satellite radio 
are both types of digital radio that can 
offer you a better listening experience. 

HD Radio 

vs. Satellite Radio 

HD Radio is offered as an improvement 
to existing analog radio, letting radio sta- 
tions simultaneously broadcast both an 
analog and a digital signal over the air. 
Unlike an analog signal, the added digital 
signal isn't susceptible to interference or 
static, which happens when an analog 
signal bounces off an object such as a 
building or tree. Thus, when you install 
an HD Radio-ready device in your car, 
your favorite FM stations will have clear 
CD-quality sound, and the audio quality 
of AM stations will be on par with tradi- 
tional FM stations. The digital signal also 
lets radio stations transmit program- 
ming data, such as artist and song info, 
news, traffic, and weather, directly to the 
HD Radio receiver's display, all free. 

Satellite radio is an alternative to tradi- 
tional radio and broadcasts from com- 
munications satellites, making its specific 
stations available almost anywhere, which 
is beneficial in areas that don't receive 
many terrestrial radio stations. Satellite 
radio offers more than 150 stations that 
specialize in music, talk, news, weather, 
sports, and comedy programming, and 




these same satellite radio stations are 
available to you no matter where you go, 
even if you take a road trip to another 
state across the country. Satellite radio re- 
quires a monthly subscription to listen, 
but it's also commercial-free, so you can 
enjoy more of your favorite radio pro- 
gramming without interruption. 

What You'll Need 

To start listening to HD Radio stations, 
all you'll need is an in-dash radio with a 
built-in HD Radio receiver. Another op- 
tion for your car is a compatible HD 
Radio tuner, which is an add-on that 
connects to your existing car stereo, en- 
abling it to play HD Radio stations. HD 
tuners must be compatible with your 
vehicle and, like in-dash units, often re- 
quire professional installation. 

Tuning in to satellite radio requires a 
couple of extra steps. You'll need either 
an in-dash unit with a built-in satellite 
radio receiver (which sometimes requires 
professional installation) or a portable 
satellite radio receiver that you can con- 
nect to your in-dash radio. You may also 
need a satellite radio antenna, which will 



attach to the exterior of your vehicle and 
help your radio obtain satellite signals. 
The last step is to set up a monthly ser- 
vice subscription. 

Enjoy Better Radio 

Both digital and satellite radio offer en- 
hanced sound quality, so all you need to 
do is pick which option matches your 
needs. Sometimes, satellite radio units 
come with a built-in HD Radio tuner, and 
vice versa, so you can have the best of 
both worlds. E3 

by Kris Glaser 



Tune In To 
Digital Stations 

Many radio stations are al- 
ready broadcasting digital 
HD Radio, but not every radio 
station offers an HD broadcast. 
To find out if your favorite 
local radio station does, visit 
www.hdradio.com and click the 
Station Guide tab at the top of 
the page. • 
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MP3 Players 
On The Road 

Takin' It To The Streets 



Griffin Technology TuneFlex Aux 
$49.99 • www.griffintechnology.com 



nt's a great time to be a 
music lover, isn't it? Not 
only do you have more 
options than ever when it 
comes to finding, buying, 
and listening to new 
tunes, but you can also bring thousands 
of hours of your favorite music with you 
wherever you go. 

Car stereos have never been better, ei- 
ther. Couple their amazing sound 
quality with the variety of satellite radio 
and the personalization of your own 
mix CDs, and you've got a potent 
reason to take to the road. 

Unfortunately, in most cars, there's still 
a chasm between the sound system and 
the most popular development of the 
digital music era: the AAP3 player. While 
recent factory and aftermarket stereo 
systems make it easy to pipe in basic 
audio from MP3 players, an older car 
radio won't. And who's to say that all 
you want is just "basic audio?" 

Old School 

The simplest way to route audio from 
your personal music player to your car 
stereo is to connect its headphone jack 
to the radio's auxiliary input (if it has 
one) with a common 3.5mm stereo TRS 
(tip, ring, sleeve) cable. Set the tuner to 
AUX, or whatever the input port's label 
says, and enjoy. 

This inexpensive method works for 
other mobile devices, too, including 




portable DVD/CD players and game 
consoles. 

Multipurpose Cables 

Certain specialized cables give your 
stereo more interactivity with particular 
MP3 players. They let you control your 
compatible player, such as an iPod or 
iPhone, through the radio's buttons and 
knobs. This can be a safety feature, as it's 
possible to navigate a familiar car stereo 
without taking your eyes off the road, 
unlike with a diminutive MP3 player. 

Such brand-specific cables also generally 
let you see each song's information, 
such as the title and artist, on the car 
stereo's display. Most recharge the 
player as you listen to it, too. 

FM Transmitters 

If you have an automotive stereo without 
input jacks, all is not lost. Consider using 
an FM transmitter. This gadget uses low- 
power broadcasting to send your MP3 
player's music over a short-range signal to 
your vehicle's radio antenna, so you can 
tune in to your own broadcast. Most FM 
transmitters give you a few frequency op- 
tions, so you can tune your car stereo to 



one that receives the least interference 
from nearby radio stations. Transmitters 
typically plug into your car's 12V power 
jack, or cigarette lighter, and many can 
recharge your player on the road. E3 

by Marty Sems 



MP3 Player 
Accessories 

If your audio cable isn't the 
kind that automatically 
recharges your MP3 player's 
battery or batteries, it's a 
good idea to buy a compat- 
ible 12V power adapter that 
will plug into your car's 12V 
jack and your player's power 
input. By using the 12V 
adapter as you drive, your 
player's battery won't be de- 
pleted when you reach your 
destination. Also, a cradle or 
dock can keep your iPod or 
other player from getting lost 
under the seat. Many have 
suction cups for easy mount- 
ing on the windshield or 
dashboard. • 
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No Cause For Alarm 

Purchase A Car Security System 



Brotecting your valuable 
possessions is important, 
so you wouldn't dream of 
heading into the grocery 
store without locking your 
car. If you have valuable 
items (such as a new stereo or GPS de- 
vice) inside your car, however, locking the 
doors might not offer enough protection. 
Investing in a car security system will help 
keep the thieves at bay, and it might 
bring you some peace of mind. 

Thwart Potential Thieves 

A wailing siren is one way to draw atten- 
tion to your vehicle and send potential 
criminals running in the opposite direc- 
tion. Most security systems feature an 
alarm coupled with flashing lights that 
can be triggered by an attempted break- 
in, and many of these sirens are customiz- 
able so you can distinguish between your 
car alarm and someone else's alarm. 

There are several types of sensors that 
can be found in car alarms. Door sensors 
will sound the alarm if a thief attempts 
to open your car doors, hood, or trunk. 
Shock sensors (or vibration sensors) will 
trigger the alarm if your car is hit or 
bumped into slightly. A glass-break 
sensor, also known as a pressure sensor 
or window sensor, will set off an alarm if 
the windows of your car are broken out. 
Motion and tilt sensors sound an alarm 
when your car is physically moved or if 
there is motion surrounding it. This pre- 
vents burglars from hauling your car off 
with a tow-truck. Note that not all 
alarms will have the same set of features, 
so be sure to check which features are 
available prior to making a purchase. 




Most car alarm systems come with a re- 
mote control designed to hook onto 
your keychain, which will include func- 
tions for using your security system as 
well as other features, such as the panic 
alarm. A panic alarm can trigger a siren 
should you feel threatened or are con- 
cerned for your safety and want to draw 
attention to yourself. Some remotes also 
have a car finder mode that causes your 
car to make a quick noise and flash its 
lights so you can find it more easily, in 
case you forgot where you parked. 

Stop Them In Their Tracks 

Sometimes, if a crook can quickly hotwire 
the ignition switch to get a car to start, 
the alarm will only be blaring for a few 
seconds. Many security systems offer 
added protection against hotwiring by 
preventing a car's engine from starting 
without a key turned in its ignition. 

Some security systems can automatically 
disable the engine if the alarm is enabled. 
If this feature is activated, your car's 
starter will be disabled once you turn off 
your ignition. You can disarm the feature 
to be able to start the car once again. 



Choose The Right System 

Before you purchase a car security system, 
be sure the make and model of your car is 
compatible with it. Also, it's likely you will 
need to have your security system in- 
stalled professionally. Check with your 
local CE retailer for installation prices. 03 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Extra Features 

Aside from keeping your car 
and its contents safe, a secu- 
rity system can include some 
useful features to enhance your 
driving experience. Some include 
keyless entry, which unlocks your 
car with the click of the remote 
button rather than requiring you 
to unlock it manually. Also, re- 
mote start is a handy feature for 
cold or hot climates. Once in- 
stalled, you can start your car by 
pushing a button on your remote 
control, which enables you to 
warm up or cool down your car 
without having to go outside. • 
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Benefits Of A 
Remote Car Starter 




Beat The Heat & The Cold 



ars can be pretty 
uncomfortable in 
extreme weather, 
hot or cold. And if 
you live in a climate 
in which sweat-in- 
ducing and/or teeth-chattering temper- 
atures are commonplace, a remote car 
starter can significantly improve the 
quality of your driving experience. 

What's In A Kit 

A remote starter kit will include one or 
two keyless entry remotes you'll use to 
start, lock, and unlock the car as well as 
manage other car features, such as the 
trunk, windows, or security system. To 
receive the remote's signals, there's an 
electrical module, called the brain, CPU, 
or interface, that's installed under the 
dash of your vehicle and attached to the 
car's ignition and other necessary wires 
to remotely operate your car. According 
to Glenn Busse, senior VP at Viper, "The 
interface is what enables full integration 
with the vehicle." 

To simplify the installation process, 
most remote car starter kits include 
plug-in harnesses, which connect to 
the car's existing wiring and reduce the 
amount of wires you'd need to cut and 
splice. The plug-in harnesses also lower 
the chance of a wiring mistake that 
could prevent the unit or your vehicle 
from working properly. 

Most models also include a hood safety 
switch that connects to your vehicle's 




hood pin and will prevent your vehicle's 
engine from starting if the car hood is left 
open. Finally, you'll receive an in-vehicle 
antenna or a control unit (with a built-in 
antenna) that provides override switches, 
which is ideal if you lose a remote — you'll 
be able to disable the remote start fea- 
ture so whoever finds it won't be able to 
steal your vehicle. 

Feature Focus 

Busse told us that "a remote starter's op- 
erating range is the No. 1 feature most 
people look for." After all, the primary 
benefit of a remote car starter is that you 
won't need to go outside to start your 
car. You'll want a kit with enough range 
to reach the car from your residence or 
workplace. If your vehicle is parked in a 
location where you can't see it, look for a 
kit with a remote that will show you your 
engine is running. 

If your car has trouble starting in the 
winter, you should consider a remote 
car starter that will turn on your engine 
at given intervals during the night, so 
it'll start right away on a cold winter 
morning. And some remote starter kits, 



such as Viper's 5701 Responder LE 
($479.99; www.viper.com), also include 
car security features, such as sensors 
that will sound an alarm when the car is 
broken into or if a window breaks. With 
a security and remote starter combo, 
you'll have a car with keyless entry that's 
warm in the winter, cool in the summer, 
and protected all year long. 133 

by Nathan Lake 



Check Out Car 
Compatibility 

Typically, remote car starter kits 
are compatible with fuel injec- 
tion vehicles. If you're not sure 
about a kit's compatibility, you can 
call its manufacturer to see if your 
make and model are compatible. 
Additionally, many electronics 
stores that carry remote starter kits 
offer professional installation from 
in-store techs, so you could ask the 
experts for advice on which to pur- 
chase. Nearly all remote starter kits 
suggest that the unit be installed by 
an automotive professional. • 
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Car Tech Accessories 



Road-Worthy Additions 




hether you're a car 
tech enthusiast or a 
car owner inter- 
ested in outfitting 
your vehicle with 
some new features, 
certain accessories can increase your effi- 
ciency while you're driving or help you 
get more out of your current investments. 
We've outlined some important ones. 

Beyond Navigation 

GPS receivers are equipped with map- 
ping software that keeps you on the 
right path. However, these maps require 
periodic updates so you can account for 
street changes, moving businesses, and 
expanding neighborhoods. And when 
you're planning to travel to an unfa- 
miliar city or country, take advantage of 
GPS travel guides that provide specific 
maps and points of interest for loca- 
tions not automatically included in your 
GPS device, such as Spain, New Zealand, 
Ireland, or Greece. 

Map updates and travel guides are avail- 
able in memory card format or on a 
disc, which makes it easy for you to up- 
load the new information directly to 
your GPS device. If you're planning to 
traverse through the wilderness on four 
wheels, you can also purchase topo- 
graphical and hydrographical routes to 
locate hunting and camping locations. 
Be sure to purchase the updates that are 
compatible with your GPS model. 

Convenience In The Car 

Finding the ideal spot to secure your 
portable GPS device so you can easily 





view and access the mapping system is 
important. GPS mounts provide a sta- 
tionary location that allows for a conve- 
nient positioning close to the driver. 
Different mount styles are available, in- 
cluding ones for your dash and ones for 
the windshield. Some windshield mounts 
feature a 360-degree rotating ball head. 
Be sure to find out if your state allows 
drivers to use windshield GPS devices. If 
they are prohibited, there are alternative 
ways to mount your GPS. 

On-The-Go Extras 

If you're traveling, you likely have some 
portable devices other than a GPS that 
might need an accessory to complement 
them. One that's great for listening pri- 
vacy on the road is a pair of wireless head- 
phones. So, if you're taking the kids on a 
road trip, your son can watch a movie 
without disturbing his sleeping sister. 

If you enjoy listening to your MP3 player 
when you're cruising along but hate 
that your batteries run out of juice, you 
can use an MP3 player car charger that's 
connected to your in-dash audio deck. 
This way you can control what tunes 









you want to hear while your AAP3 player 
remains fully charged. 

Tech To Go 

Making the most out of your car elec- 
tronics requires a bit of research, so 
you'll want to ensure that your acces- 
sories are compatible with your port- 
able devices before you actually make 
any purchases. \H 

by Joanna Safford 



Taking Charge 
Of The Road 

There are plenty of options for 
keeping your GPS device charged 
as you drive from the urban jungle to 
the remote jungle. If you have access 
to a wall outlet during your trip, you 
can use a charger kit to power up your 
GPS device; some include adapters for 
foreign wall outlets. A DC power 
adapter for your GPS device will pro- 
vide a continuous charge when con- 
nected to your car's power outlet — it's 
ideal for long vacations. • 
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$129.99 




a 






Jabra's 

Angelic Audio Fc 






mv 



Musi< 







usic lovers already 
have a great thing 
going with the 
smartphone. Now, 
Jabra's HALO wire- 
less headset ($129.99; 
www.jabra.com 
/halo) completes the equation with 
amazing stereo sound. Perfect for phone 
calls and music playback alike, the HALO 
illuminates both aspects of your iPhone. 

While you're waiting to board a plane 
on your next trip, the HALO's Zirene 
Power Bass, digital sound processing, 
and Bluetooth A2DP (Advanced Audio 
Distribution Profile) support will help 
you calm any pre-flight jitters with 
soothing tunes in high-fidelity clarity. 
On the plane, the comfortable HALO's 
noise-cancellation feature and included 
3.5mm cable will let you enjoy games 
and movies on your portable devices, 
such as mobile DVD players and 
portable game consoles, even if they 
don't support Bluetooth. 

After you land, you can call your loved 
ones using the HALO's built-in dual mi- 
crophones. With the headset's Noise 
Blackout technology, you won't have to 
worry that your family or significant 



other won't be able to hear your voice 
above the hubbub of the airport crowd. 
And thanks to its eight-hour battery life 
for wireless talk or music, your HALO 
will probably keep you connected for 
the entire trip. 

This innovative headset can also take 
command of your iPod touch (2nd gen- 
eration) or other Bluetooth 2.0 device. At 
a touch of its intuitive two-button con- 
trols, you'll be able to direct any MP3 
player, with exception to the Apple 
iPhone and touch, with AVRCP (Audio/ 
Video Remote Control Profile) to play the 
next or previous song and also match the 
volume to your environment. 

The same simple earpiece buttons also 
let you make and receive calls, redial a 
number, and send incoming calls to 
voicemail, depending on your phone's 
capabilities. And with the iPhone and 
other compatible cell phones, the 
HALO can pause or mute your music 
during a call — which is kept private 
through 128-bit encryption — and then 
resume the playback when you're 
through talking. 

Of course, not everyone wants their cell 
phone and music player to depend on the 



same battery; because many users prefer 
separate devices, especially when they're 
traveling, Jabra's MultiUse technology lets 
the HALO connect to two Bluetooth de- 
vices at the same time. This way, you can 
connect your MP3 player and your cell 
phone to the HALO without having to 
use your smartphone as both. 

However you use the HALO, its head- 
band-mounted StatusDisplay indicators 
will keep you informed. They'll give you 
at-a-glance reports on your headset's 
Bluetooth connection and remaining 
battery life. Speaking of which, the head- 
set's fast two-hour recharging time be- 
lies the convenient length of its 13-day 
standby time. 

The HALO folds compactly for storage, so 
you'll never want to take a trip without it. 
In a nice design touch, it automatically 
powers on as you unfold it. The headset 
features simplified first-time pairing to 
your phone or device, and subsequent 
pairings are pretty easy, too. Jabra backs 
the HALO with a one-year warranty. 

Whether you're a music aficionado, a 
hands-free conversationalist, or both, 
Jabra's HALO may just be a little bit 
of heaven. \H 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



HOW TO 



Buy A Portable 
Media Player 

Match The Player To Your Particular Purpose 




Bears ago, buying a PMP 
(portable media player) 
was relatively straightfor- 
ward, as all early PMPs es- 
sentially did one thing: 
play digital audio. Buyers 
really only had to decide how much 
storage they needed and which audio 
features were the best fit. Today, PMPs 
are so divergent that there are dozens of 
considerations to ponder. The following 
shopping tips aim to help. 

The PMP For Me 

Theoretically, PMPs include devices that 
are portable and play multimedia files, 
meaning MP3 players, portable satellite 
and Internet radios, handheld game 
consoles, portable DVD players, ebook 
readers, and Internet media tablets 
qualify. Logically, the best starting point 
when shopping is determining which 
device suits your needs. 

Say you primarily want to listen to audio 
books over your car stereo while driving 
to and from work. An easy-to-use MP3 
player combined with an FM transmitter 
(which will output audio from the MP3 
player over your car's speakers) should 



suffice. Some MP3 players priced in the 
$60 range, for example, natively support 
Audible.com's popular Audible format 
and provide 1 to 4GB storage to hold 
dozens of audio books. If you're a com- 
muter taking a train or bus to work, 
simply swap out the FM transmitter 
for ear buds. 

Conversely, a saleswoman who spends 
countless hours in hotel rooms may de- 
sire something more versatile. Although 
they're more expensive, Internet media 
tablets provide 160 to 320GB storage 
and can hold thousands of movies, 
photos, and songs. Further, depending 
on the model, an Internet media tablet 
may also grant Internet access via built- 
in Wi-Fi to access Web-based content, 
support DVR-like functions, and display 
stored video on a TV screen. 

The Middle Road 

Somewhere between low- and high-end 
PMPs is a group of devices with some 
unique traits. A music buff with eclectic 
taste but a tight budget, for example, can 
still explore new bands and musical genres 
with a portable Internet radio player. 
Beyond storing thousands of songs in 



dozens of stations, listeners can constantly 
refresh the songs on an Internet radio 
player according to individual preferences 
using an Internet connection. Other PMPs 
with integrated Wi-Fi can stream audio 
stored on a PC over a wireless home net- 
work and support wireless download pur- 
chases on the player. 

Elsewhere, while some advanced MP3 
players can satisfy the gaming, audio, 
and video needs of busy college stu- 
dents, execs, and others living chaotic 
lives, such players can also lend a per- 
sonal hand via thousands of produc- 
tivity, fitness, educational, business, 
travel, and other free and paid applica- 
tions for download from Web-based ap- 
plication stores. Similarly, an ebook 
reader can let a stay-at-home parent 
tote bestsellers, cookbooks, parenting 
magazines, RSS news feeds, MP3 tracks, 
and more among baseball practices, 
ballet lessons, and grocery shopping. 
With a satellite radio subscription in 
hand, a portable satellite radio, mean- 
while, gives a constantly moving truck 
driver superior listening choices than 
terrestrial radio does. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 



Can This PMP Play My Movie? 

Incompatible file formats have been a sore spot with PMP owners for years. Although some PMP makers include software 
that will transcode a file into a format their player supports, it pays to make certain the PMP you buy supports the formats 
of the majority of the files you already own. If most of your video library's files are in the MPEG-4 format, for example, 
check that the PMP you're eyeing supports MPEG-4 files natively or be prepared to transcode those files (an often time-con- 
suming process) in order to watch them. • 
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i/4J 24.* 
THINGS TO KNOW 



MP3 PLAYERS 



Q 



What is an MP3 player? 



Also known as a digital audio player, an AAP3 player is an 
electronic device whose main purpose it to store and 
play music that you can listen to via headphones or speakers. 



Q 



What's the difference between an iPod 
and MP3 player? 



/iPods are MP3 players manufactured by Apple, so not 
all AAP3 players are iPods. iPods can play MP3 files, but 
not all AAP3 players can play AAC (Advanced Audio Coding) 
files that are usually associated with Apple iPods. 



Q 



What is an MP3? 



A An MP3, which is short for MPEG-1 Audio Layer 3, is a 
universal audio compression format. Because an MP3 is 
a squeezed-down version of an original audio source, it 
doesn't take up a lot of of your player's drive space. 



Q 



Can I play video or photos on an MP3 player? 



Some MP3 players may be able to play videos or 
photos. Video files that may be supported include 

WMV or M4V; compatible image files can include JPEG, BMP, 

GIF, TIFF, or PNG. 



Q 



Where can I find music to put on my MP3 player? 



A You can upload your CD collection to your computer 
and then transfer it to your AAP3 player or download 
MP3 files from online music stores. Be sure to check an 
MP3 player's audio file compatibility prior to downloading 
and purchasing music online. 



QWhat other audio file formats are MP3 players 
compatible with? 

A Most MP3 players are compatible with more than 
one type of audio file, such as WMA, AAC, AIFF, 
WAV, AA, and OGG. You can determine which audio file 
types a player is compatible with by checking its pack- 
aging. 



Q 



Should I get a flash drive- or hard drive-based 
MP3 player? 



A Flash-based players have less storage space than 
hard drive models, but they can withstand damage 
from accidental drops or bumps. Hard drive players are 
ideal if you need a lot of storage space, but they are more 
prone to damage because they contain delicate moving 
mechanical parts. 



Q 



How much storage capacity do I need? 



A If you have a large music collection and want access 
to your entire music catalog, you'll need a player 
with a storage capacity of 32GB or more. If you have a 
small collection of tunes or you don't mind creating new 
playlists every time you want to refresh your MP3 player's 
content, a unit that has 8GB or 16GB of song capacity 
should suffice. 



Q 



How long does an MP3 player's battery last? 



A Some MP3 player's batteries can last up to 30 hours, 
but battery life depends upon whether you're lis- 
tening to music or watching videos and how loud your 
audio playback is. Also, flash drive models generally have 
a longer battery life because they don't contain moving 
parts like a hard drive player. 



PORTABLE DEVICES 



MP3 

Player 
Glossary 





ho doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you relax, provide mo- 
tivation, and ensure you always have a song to match your mood. 
When you head to your local CE retailer to snag one, make sure 
you have this glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 



AAC — Short for Advanced Audio Cod- 
ing, this format is a competitor of the 
more popular AAP3 file format. It is the 
default program used by Apple. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary cir- 
cular control on the front of the iPod. 

Certified For Windows Vista — A Mi- 
crosoft certification that ensures port- 
able devices, such as AAP3 players, and 
media, such as digital music and videos, 
are compatible with each other. This 
was once called PlaysForSure. 

download — In terms of digital music, 
downloading is when you retrieve a song 
from an Internet site or another network 
connection and save it to your computer 
or digital music player. You can down- 
load songs from music Web sites such as 
iTunes, Napster, or Rhapsody. 

DRM (digital rights management)— A 

security mechanism for digital media, 
associated with copyright. A common 
DRM scheme for digital music involves 
getting a license file to authorize play- 
back of a free or purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you 
put into your ears so you can listen to 



music on your DAP. These serve the 
same function as headphones. Many 
music players come with their own 
earbuds, but you can purchase a sepa- 
rate pair that are more comfortable or 
of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and it also won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash drive isn't as large as a hard 
drive-based player. 

FM tuner — If your music player has a 
built-in FM tuner, you will be able to 
listen to music from local radio stations. 

hard drive — Storage in which rigid 
platters are inside a fixed casing. 
In terms of digital music players, a 
hard drive-based player is larger and 
heavier than a flash-based player. 
Because of the moving parts (the plat- 
ters), hard drive-based players are also 
prone to skipping. However, the ca- 
pacities are much larger than flash- 
drive capacities. 



iTunes — An application that loads onto 
your computer and lets you play, orga- 
nize, and download and purchase 
music, videos, podcasts, and television 
shows for your portable media player 
or computer. 

MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to 
a CD, or transfer to an MP3 player. 
The playlist includes only directions 
to the location of the songs, not the 
songs themselves. 

podcast — A downloadable episode that 
is similar to a radio program. A user can 
subscribe to a podcast for updated 
episodes, or she can download podcasts 
one at a time. 

screen — The display on the front of 
a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a 
digital audio format created by Microsoft. 

widescreen — A screen with a 16:9 as- 
pect ratio. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant— and coolest— features from select MP3 players. 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 



Samsung U5 

MSRP: $39.99* 
SKU 9435097 



Flash 



2GB 



500 



No; Yes 



Black, white, 
red 



20 hours 




SanDiskSansaClip 

MSRP: $49.99* 
SKU 8605636 



Flash 



2GB 



500 



No; Yes 



Black, pink, 
red, blue 



15 hours 



I ^ | 

3 



SanDiskSansaFuze 

MSRP: $69.99*; 
$79.99*; $99.99* 
SKU 8753752 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, blue, 
pink, red, 
silver 



24 hours 



Apple iPod shuffle 

MSRP: $79* 
SKU 9229532 



Flash 



4GB 



1,000 (A AC) 



Neither 



Black, silver 



10 hours 



o 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8771867 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



2,000; 4,000 



Yes; No 



Silver, yellow, 
black, blue, 
pink, purple, 
orange, green, 



24 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $229*; $299* 

$399* 

SKU 8772063 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Yes; No 



Black 



36 hours 



I 



Microsoft Zune 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 9008968 



Hard drive 



120GB 



30,000 



Both 



Black 



30 hours 




16GB; 32GB 



N/A 



Sony X Series Walkman Flash 
MSRP: $299.99*; 
$399.99* 
SKU 9341312 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



Both 



Black 



33 hours 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



O 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models avail- 
able on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 






What It Means 



Nextar43NT 

MSRP: $89.99* 
SKU 9300758 



TomTom 
ONE140S 

MSRP: $149.95* 
SKU 9263254 



Magellan 
Roadmate1220 

MSRP: $159.99* 
SKU 9275839 




LG LN735 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8440886 




Garmin 
nuvi 255W 

MSRP: $219.99* 
SKU 9252872 



Insignia 
NS-CNV20 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 8947312 



TomTom 
GO 740 LIVE 

MSRP: $399.95* 
SKU 9263281 




Garmin 
nuvi 1490T 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9333125 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
height x width x 
depth 



4.3 inches; 

3x3.9x0.9 

inches 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



3.5 inches; 
3.1x3.7x0.7 
inches 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x4.3x0.7 
inches 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.8x0.8 
inches 



4.3 inches; 

3.2x4x0.9 

inches 



4.3 inches; 

3.4x5x0.9 

inches 



5 inches; 

3.4x5.4x0.6 

inches 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



Yes; No 



Yes; Yes (with 
optional USB 
RDS-TMC 
receiver) 



Yes; Yes (with 
optional 
Traffic Link 
receiver) 



Yes; No 



Yes; No 



Yes; Yes 



Yes; Yes 



Yes; Yes 



Preloaded 
maps 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



Entire U.S. 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



WAAS 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



No 



No 



Yes 



No 



No 



Yes 



No 



No 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



No; Yes 



No; No 



No; No 



No; Yes 



No; No 



Yes; No 



Yes; No 



Yes; No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Included 
charging 
adapters 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 



DC adapter 



DC adapter 



DC adapter 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 



DC adapter 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 



DC adapter 



DC adapter 
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Jabra 



Bluetooth® Headset 
Headset Evolution 





Jabra HALO 

MSRP: $129.99 

SKU: N/A 

www.jabra.com/halo 



Quick Overview 

Now that smartphones are doubling as MP3 
players, Bluetooth headsets are evolving. 
Witness Jabra's new Wireless Stereo Headset. It's 
all about high-quality, stereo sound over a wire- 
less connection, so you can immerse yourself in 
your music. Should you get a call on your com- 
patible phone, the Jabra HALO will mute or 
pause the song while you take the call using the 
headset's dual microphones. Afterward, the 
headset will resume music playback. 

Perfect For 

Owners of smartphones, music enthusiasts, and 
frequent travelers. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with the iPhone, iPod Touch (2G), and more 

• Simple, intuitive, touch-sensitive controls 

• Noise cancellation for incoming audio and DSP for outgoing voice clarity 

• Music and talk time up to eight hours, standby time up to 13 days 

• MultiUse technology supports two Bluetooth devices at the same time 

• StatusDisplay indicators monitor connection status and battery life 

• Bluetooth Headset 1.1 and Hands-free 1.5 profile support 

• 3.5mm audio cable included for compatibility with other mobile 
devices 

Coolest Feature 

Zirene PowerBass and A2DP (Advanced Audio Distribution Profile) knock 
Bluetooth 2.0 headset sound quality out of the park. 
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PORTABLE DEVICES 



zoombak 



GPS Tracking 

Keep Track Of What Matters Most 



zoorr-bak 



Universal 

A- GPS Locator 

L portable multi-use locator 
4,0ft perfect lor keeping track of: 

Family Car* ■ AWs 

Pets J Boa | s , 

. Bicycles - Backpacks 
, Motorcycles and more! 



zoombak 



I 



Family Car has arrived al "park" *cn&. | 
Present location: 123 Maple Streel 





Zoombak Universal 
GPS Locator 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 9107281 

www.zoombak.com 



Quick Overview 

The Zoombak Universal GPS Locator can be 
used to keep track of children, teen drivers, cars, 
bikes, luggage, laptop bags, backpacks, or even 
dogs. You can use the Web or your cell phone 
to find the device's real-time location. Set up a 
custom Safety Zone such as "School," "Office," 
or "Home," and be alerted by email and/or text 
message when your Zoombak leaves or enters 
the zone. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who wants the peace of mind of being 
able to keep track of their loved ones or things 
they value in real time, 24/7. 



Outstanding Benefits 

On-Demand Locates. Visit Zoombak.com, hit "Find Now," and see the 

device on a map with an address within 45 seconds. Also locate via 

SMS. 

Speed Alerts. Be alerted by text message and/or email when your 

Zoombak device exceeds a certain speed. 

Safety Zones & Alerts. Set up a virtual boundary around your home, 

school, or the mall. If Zoombak leaves a zone, you get a text message 

and/or email alert with its current location. 

Continuous Tracking. Get the location of your Zoombak every five 

minutes for one hour. 

Location History. See where your Zoombak has been for up to 90 days. 

Coolest Feature 

See the real-time location of your Zoombak on a Bing™ virtual map 
with road, aerial, and bird's-eye views. Easy to set up and use. 



Activation and use are subject to Zoombak's customer agreement, plans, and terms and conditions. Satellite signal and network 
access required for successful locate. See www.zoombak.com for nationwide coverage map and details. 
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Accessories & Services 



No matter where you go, a wireless device 
can add enjoyment to your journey. Cell 
phones help you keep in touch with loved 
ones when you're traveling for business, while a GPS 
device can help you find your way if you're lost or want 
to find the local hot spots during a vacation. And, 

MP3 PLAYER CASES 



Protect your MP3 player from bumps and scratches 
Quickly access your player's functions with a clip 
Keep your player out of your way with an armband 

v. 

MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & SPEAKERS 



of course, your AAP3 player can provide the soundtrack 
for wherever you're headed. To make sure you are 
taking full advantage of the capabilities your wireless 
devices offer, check your local CE retailer for acces- 
sories that can enhance your mobile experiences. 
We've listed our favorites below. 133 

CELL PHONE CASES - 



Invest in portable speakers to play the music on your MP3 
player for a group; some include radios and can also play CDs 
Recharge your player's battery with a portable dock as you 
continue listening to music 
Play your music through car speakers using an FM transmitter 



Safeguard your phone from wear and tear with a case 
Universal cases fit most sizes of cell phones; some of these will 
include clips and wrist straps for portability and accessibility 
Fitted cases specifically fit your phone's model type; these can 
be hard acrylic casings, rubber sleeves, or leather pouches 
Avoid scratches and fingerprints with stick-on or hard, 
clear screen protectors on your phone's screen 



MP3 PLAYER EARPHONES 

Match earphones to your needs: If you don't want anything 
bulky, opt for earbuds that fit inside your ear; to hear every 
musical detail, try headphones that cover the ear completely 
Listen to your music without the interference of background 
noise with earphones that offer a noise-canceling feature 



GPS MOUNTS 

Put your GPS within hand's reach with a mount 

Mounts can be placed on a car dash or stuck to a windshield 

GPS mounts are also available for golf carts or bicycles 

\ 

GPS CHARGERS 



Make sure your travel companion always has a full battery 
If you do run out of battery, charge your GPS with an adapter; 
these can plug into a wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 



CELL PHONE CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

Keep your phone charged no matter where you are; adapters 
for your cell phone let you use solar power, your car's DC 
outlet, wall power, or your computer to charge your phone 

Be prepared for emergencies with extra cell phone batteries 

v 

CELL PHONE HEADSETS 



Keep your hands free while still being able to use your phone 
Link compatible cell phones to a Bluetooth headset to make 
or take calls without a tangled mess of cable 
Don't miss any of your conversation by using a headset 
that offers noise-canceling capabilities 



MOBILE SERVICES 

Whether your wireless device is brand-new or nearing the end 
of its life span, your local CE retailer offers services to help you 
take care of all of your wireless device's needs. 

Protection plans for GPSes, MP3 players, and cell phones 

Phone and battery recycling 

GPS setup and deck installation 

MP3 vehicle integration 

MP3 player setup and training 

Cell phone repair services and loaner phones 
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HOW TO 



Buy A Game Console 




Pick The Perfect Play Piece 



urrent game consoles 
are packed with loads 
of exciting features, 
including motion- 
based controls, HD vi- 
suals, multichannel 
sound, and the ability 
to play online. Any of the latest gaming 
consoles will meet and exceed your ex- 
pectations, whether you're looking for 
thrilling true-to-life gaming experiences, 
an entertaining diversion, or interactive 
fun for the whole family. Read on for 
some tips to keep in mind when shop- 
ping for a console to fill that gaming- 
shaped hole in your life. 

What Type Of Gamer 
Are You? 

While Microsoft's Xbox 360, Ninten- 
do's Wii, and Sony's PlayStation 3 each 
offer a number of titles in every cate- 
gory, from family-oriented party games 
and arcade-style racing games to first- 
person shooters and rhythm-based 
music games, you'll get the most enjoy- 
ment out of the platform that offers 
the widest variety of the games you 
love to play. For instance, the PS3 and 
Xbox 360 have dozens of ultra-realistic 
sim-style racing games and visceral 
first-person shooters. The Wii, on the 
other hand, offers a multitude of 
family-friendly games that are likely to 
appeal to nongamers. 



The Killer App 

If there's a game that you've been 
longing to get your hands on, then 



74 September 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 




make sure to check the console for 
which the game is available. Many 
games are available for multiple sys- 
tems, but not all features are sup- 
ported on all versions. Some games are 
exclusives, or tied to just one console. 
For instance, first-party Nintendo 
games, such as Super Smash Bros. 
Brawl and Super Mario Galaxy, only 
appear on the Wii. Microsoft's Halo 
franchise is exclusive to the Xbox 360, 
and Metal Gear Solid 4: Guns of the 
Patriots is only available on the PS3. 
The addictive Rock Band and Guitar 
Hero games are available on all plat- 
forms, but HD resolutions are only 
supported on the Xbox 360 and PS3. 



Online Or Off 

Online gaming is compelling for some, 
but not for others. The vast majority of 
Xbox 360 and PS3 games support online 
multiplayer features, but you'll need to 
buy an Xbox Live Gold subscription to 
take advantage of the Xbox 360's multi- 
player features. The PlayStation 3's multi- 
player features and network offerings are 
free. All three consoles let you purchase 
games to be downloaded to the console, 
but in the case of the Wii and Xbox 360 
Arcade (base model of the Xbox 360), 
you'll potentially need to purchase an 
additional storage device. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 



HD vs. SD 



~ hile each console offers titles that cater to a wide variety of gamers, 

not all consoles will look the same on your HDTV. Consult the 
chart below to determine which consoles support high-definition and 
standard-definition resolutions. • 



Xbox 360 



PlayStation 3 



HD Resolutions j N/A j 720p, 1080i, 1080p j 720p, 1080i, 1080p 

SD Resolutions I 480i, 480p j 480i, 480p I 480i, 480p 
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DJ Equipment 

Lights, Fog, Action 



Hisc Jockey equipment 
has undergone a no- 
ticeable transforma- 
tion in the last 75 
years, but a DJ's pur- 
pose hasn't changed: 
choosing the right 
music for an audience to enjoy. In order 
for any DJ to provide this type of enter- 
tainment, he needs equipment that's 
appropriate for the event. 

Audibility 

The foundation of any good DJ system is 
a sound mixer and a device that outputs 
continuous music playback from songs 
on vinyl records, CDs, or MP3 players. 

A sound mixer functions as a hub where 
you control the sound effects and adjust 
the audio intricacies of an individual 
song. Some are designed to function 
with an AAP3 player, while others simply 
connect to a turntable or CD player. 

If you're a more advanced DJ, then you'll 
want to invest in a modern turntable — 
a device that plays physical album 
records — so you can scratch songs with 
precision at the club. To convert songs 
from a vinyl record to an MP3 (or sim- 
ilar) file format, you can opt for a 
turntable with an MP3 player dock. 
MP3 songs feature better sound quality 
in a more accessible format. 

One of the most popular ways of mixing 
your AAP3 track list is by connecting a 
laptop to a sound board; this way, you 
can play the songs you've compiled 
ahead of time as soon as you plug your 
notebook into the sound board. This is 




a great way to keep the tunes rolling 
along when you're DJing your friend's 
10th wedding anniversary dance. 

Lighting & Effects 

Any DJ who wants to entertain a crowd 
should invest in some special effects that 
will undoubtedly keep the party going. 
For instance, rotating lights that scatter 
colored beams and flashes will enhance 
the excitement of the music and create a 
fun atmosphere. In order for some lights 
to produce the right effects, you may 
have to mount them on a lighting tree — 



The Complete 
Package 



scene and are 



lew to the Disc Jockey 
d are unfamiliar with wha 



to purchase, consider a DJ package. 
Instead of researching and buying 
separate components, you can opt 
for a professional mixing station that 
plays MP3 files or CDs, supports 
continuous song playback, and in- 
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this is an easy way to organize your light 
collection at any DJing occasion. 

To set the mood on the dance floor, 
whether it's romantic or intense, use a 
portable fog machine to pump a haze 
throughout the crowd. You can always 
add the classic mirrored disco ball to 
create a club-like environment, as well. 

Cables 

You can't operate a sound system 
without the appropriate set of cables. 
Depending on what type of audio 
board or turntable you select, you'll 
need to make sure the cables and con- 
nectors match, whether you're using 
digital audio, RCA, or XLR (for con- 
necting large speakers or a microphone 
to a sound mixer). 

Hey, Mr. DJ! 

Now that you're in the know of what a 
professional DJ uses, you can feel confi- 
dent about your mixing abilities. B3 

by Joanna Safford 
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Eco-friendly Products 

Everyday Sustainability 




s more and more com- 
panies launch green 
initiatives, you can't 
help but take notice of 
the way eco-friendly 
innovations are chang- 
ing the way products 
are manufactured. Because this revolu- 
tion will alter our lives in a very practical 
way, it's important that we become more 
familiar with the earth-friendly packaging, 
products, and technologies available. 

Green Packaging 

In order to decrease resource-sapping 
packaging, many manufacturers are fo- 
cusing on cutting back on the quantity of 
materials used to wrap and store elec- 
tronics. Some companies are removing 
outer sleeves, printing documents on re- 
cycled paper, and eliminating extras such 
as unnecessary bags. Some are even re- 
ducing the size of the product box or 
changing materials to recycled content. 

E-waste is also a concern, because prod- 
ucts such as monitors and cell phones 
can contain lead, mercury, and other 
harmful materials. In order to dispose of 
items that include these substances, be 
sure to recycle your old electronics at 
your local CE retail store or another re- 
cycling facility with an E-waste program. 

Energy Efficiency 

To ensure that consumer electronics are 
meeting national eco-friendly standards, 
Energy Star (www.energystar.gov), a pro- 
gram supported by the U.S. Environ- 
mental Protection Agency and the 
U.S. Department of Energy, develops 
specifications for products in different 
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categories to 

determine 

which are the 

most efficient, 

in regard to 

how well they use energy, save money, 

and protect the environment. Products 

that meet these specifications are Energy 

Star-qualified. 

For instance, laptop and desktop com- 
puters must meet Energy Star's power 
management standards in order to be 
qualified, which require the computer's 
components (hard drive, CPU, and 
others) to move into a hibernate or 
sleep mode when they aren't in active 
use. In addition, printers must feature 
proper imaging equipment, cooled op- 
eration, and upgraded specifications. 

In an effort to reduce energy con- 
sumption, other consumer electronics, 
including LCD and flat-screen TVs, are 
certified by Energy Star. Products that 
meet these standards use roughly 30% 
less energy than models that don't 
meet them. 

Energy Star-certified products will not 
only help you save money on utility 
bills, but the reduction in energy con- 
sumption will benefit the environment, 



as well. To guarantee that you're pur- 
chasing an Energy Star-qualified 
product, be sure to look for the label on 
the exterior packaging. 

Solar Power 

Solar panels aren't just for the roof of 
your house. Now, solar-powered elec- 
tronics and accessories are produced 
with eco-conscious features, designed to 
harness the power of the sun. Laptop 
cases, Bluetooth car kits, and radios with 
built-in solar panels stay charged via the 
sun's energy or charge other devices 
connected to them. 



Green Is For Go 

Because you're in the know on the latest 
green technologies and advancements, 
it's time to do your part. Next time you 
step into your local CE retailer, be aware 
of how you can contribute to a greener 
world so you can walk out the door 
with eco-friendly products. B3 

by Joanna Safford 



In-store Recycling 

Electronics that are beyond repair or are no longer compatible with your cur- 
rent components don't serve a purpose around your home, other than taking 
up space. If you're ready to be rid of these obsolete items, including DVD players, 
cell phones, and computers, pack them up and transport them to your nearest CE 
store, where they can be safely recycled and won't harm the environment. Some 
stores will charge a small recycling fee for submitting items with screens, such r r 
TVs and CRT monitors, but they'll supplement that charge with store credit. ' 
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bolxD VC7Qm© Descriptions 
Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 



In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their children, 
ESRB (www.esrb.org) ratings are listed on the front and back of most game 
packages to provide concise and impartial details about a title's content. 



I M Early Childhood. 
Titles with this 
rating have con- 
tent that may be 
suitable for chil- 
dren ages 3 and older. 
These software titles con- 
tain no material that par- 
ents would find 
inappropriate. 



U=l=^| Teen. Titles with 

tthis rating have 
content that 
mm\ may be suitable 
for children ages 
13 and older. Titles in this 
category may contain vio- 
lence, suggestive themes, 
crude humor, minimal 
blood, simulated gambling, 
or infrequent use of strong 
language. 



mu'Jiii Everyone. Titles 
^ft with this rating 
^^ have content 
l^jol that may be suit- 
able for children 
ages 6 and older. Games in 
this category may contain 
minimal cartoon, fantasy, or 
mild violence and infre- 
quent use of mild language. 



SBI Mature. Titles 
Aft with this rating 
Uw* have content 

W^m^ that may be 

suitable for per- 
sons ages 17 and older. 
Games in this category may 
contain intense violence, 
blood and gore, sexual con- 
tent, or strong language. 



in Everyone 10+. 

^R Titles with this 
fgr^ rating have con- 
Igf-iml tent that may 
be suitable for 
children ages 10 and older. 
Games in this category may 
contain more cartoon, fan- 
tasy, or mild violence and 
language as well as minimal 
suggestive themes. 



mmm \ Adults Only. 
flrQ I Titles with this 
0^* rating have con- 
' : ^J ' : i| 'V l| tent that is only 
suitable for per- 
sons 18 years and older. 
Games in this category may 
include prolonged scenes 
of intense violence, graphic 
sexual content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of 
game packages include content descriptions and depictions. 




Gaming Tips For Parents 



Aside from checking a game's 
ESRB ratings, there are other 
ways you can ensure the 
games your youngsters are 
playing are age-appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything 
on a title's packaging, in- 
cluding the game graphics. 



Find game reviews, screen 
shots, or demos to get a 
better idea of a game's 
content. 

If available, use the game's 
parental controls to 
restrict inappropriate 
content. 



Learn about games by 
talking to other parents 
and older children who are 
familiar with or have played 
certain titles. 

Participate in your children's 
gaming and discuss their 
games as much as possible. 



Be aware of nonrated 
ESRB material a game may 
contain. "Mods" are pro- 
gram downloads that can 
alter a game's content, 
and online games often 
have live player chats as 
well as other user-gener- 
ated content. 
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Which Gaming System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your fa- 
vorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a gaming device that will suit you well, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. Video 



What It Means 



IE 



Sony PlayStation 3 
(80GB) 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8982988 



<D 
O 
> 
<D 
Q 

0) 

O 
</> 

c 

3 




Sony PlayStation 2 

MSRP: $99.99* 
SKU 7266638 




Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8008559 




Microsoft Xbox 360 
Elite 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8301492 




Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9249725 
(blue) 




^ 



Nintendo DS Lite 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 8566312 




Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9175082 



Hard drive 
size 



How much 
data the 
system can 
hold 



80GB 2.5-inch 
Serial ATA 



N/A; uses two 
memory card 
slots to save 
game data 



512MB 



120GB 



256MB 



None 



64MB 



Compatible 
memory cards 



Cards that will let 
you save and off- 
load data, such as 
game saves or 
personal media 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with USB memory 
card adapter (not 
included) 



PlayStation 
Memory Card 
(8MB) 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Xbox 360 Memory 
Unit 



SD 



None 



Memory Stick 
Duo/Memory Stick 
Pro Duo 



Optical drive 



Aside from 
game discs, 
other play- 
able media 
formats 



CD-RW/DVD- 
RW/BD-RW 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



Can only play 
game titles 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



None 



None 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



resolution 
output 



Highest number 
of video pixels 
that are sent to a 
TV or portable 
console screen 



1,920x1,080 



1,280x1,024 



720 x 480 



1,920x1,080 



Dual 256x192 



Dual 256x192 



480 x 272 



Ports 



Hookups for 
controllers as 
well as video 
and audio 
output 



1 Ethernet, 1 
A/V, 1 Optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB, 1 HDMI 



2 controller, 
2 USB, 1 Ethernet, 
1 A/V Multi-out, 1 
Optical Digital out, 
1 FireWire 



4 controller, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 
S-Video, 2 USB 



1 A/V cable, 3 
USB, 1 Ethernet, 
1 HDMI, 4 con- 
troller 



1 headphone, 1 
microphone 



1 headphone, 1 
microphone 



1 video out/ 
headset con- 
nector, 1 USB, 1 
DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Included 










Online 


Wi-Fi access; 


Parental 


Compatible 


accessories & 


Available 








community 


Media streaming 


controls 


game formats 


services 


accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 




Web site 


Access the Inter- 


Helps parents 


Game titles 


Accessories 


Extras that can 


Included 


Who can benefit 




membership 


net without a 


decide what 


that can be 


included with 


help enhance 


controllers; 


from the special 




for downloads, 


cable hookup; 


content their 


played on the 


the console 


your gameplay 


wired/ wire- 


features the 




upgrades, and 


Send and recieve 


kids can or 


game system 






less controller 


gaming system 




more 


media wirelessly 


cannot access 








compatibility 


offers 




Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 


Sony Play- 


DualShock 3 wire- 


Blu-ray remote, 


Includes 1 


Someone who wants 




PlayStation 




for PS3 games on 


Station 3 titles 


less controller, USB 


Bluetooth 


DualShock 3 


the value of a full 




Network mem- 




PS Network, 


and select 


cable, video rental 


headset, memory 


wireless con- 


gaming system with 




bership 




DVDs, BDs, and 


PlayStation 


through PlayStation 


card adapter, 


troller; wireless 


a BD player and 








Internet 


titles 


Network 


wireless keypad 




media streaming 




Yes, free 


No, only a wired 


Options available 


Sony Play- 


DualShock 2 


Memory cards, 


Includes 1 


Anyone on a budget 




PlayStation 


Internet connec- 


for DVDs 


Station and 


analog controller 


Rock Band and 


DualShock 2 


who still wants an 




Network mem- 


tion included; No 




PlayStation 2 




Guitar Hero con- 


analog con- 


exciting gaming 




bership 






titles 




trollers, USB 
headsets 


troller; Both 


experience 




Yes, various 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 


Nintendo 


Wii Sports, Wii 


Nunchuck, wire- 


Includes 1 wire- 


Gamers of any 




paid and free 




for Wii titles, on- 


GameCube 


remote, Wii 


less Wii remote, 


less Wii remote 


age who want a 




Wii Channels 




line interaction, 


and Wii titles 


nunchuck, sensor 


wheel, and 


and nunchuck; 


unique wireless 




are available 




downloads, user- 
created content, 
and more 




bar, console stand 


classic (wired) 
controllers; wire- 
less sensor bar 


Both (some ti- 
tles require a 
wired remote) 


gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 




Yes, free Xbox 


Only a wired 


Options available 


Microsoft Xbox 


Wireless control- 


Wireless headset, 


Includes 1 wire- 


Those who want 




Live Silver mem- 


Internet connec- 


for Xbox titles, 


and Xbox 360 


ler, HDMI cable, 


hard drive, wired 


less controller; 


to play games in 




bership with 


tion is included 


DVDs, and Xbox 


titles 


wired headset, 


and wireless con- 


Both 


true HD with full 




one month free 


(wireless net- 


LIVE interaction 




two blockbuster 


trollers, wireless 




theatrical sound 




Xbox Live Gold 


working adapter 
available); Yes 






games, Netflix 
subscription trial 


neworking 
adapter 




and plenty of hard 
drive space 




DSiWare (DSi 


Yes, 802.11; Yes 


Available for 


Nintendo DSi and 


AC adapter, 2 


Audio headset, 


N/A 


Users who want a 




online store) 




Nintendo DSi 
content 


Nintendo DS 
titles 


styli 


battery power 
pack, screen pro- 
tectors, carrying 
cases, styli 




handheld gaming 
system that lets 
them take, person- 
alize, and share 
photos, too 




Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


No 


Nintendo DS and 


AC adapter, car- 


Cases, AC 


N/A 


Anyone who will 




Nintendo Wi-Fi 






Game Boy 


tridge slot cover, 


adapter, head- 




appreciate dual 




connection 






Advance titles 


stylus 


phones with mi- 
crophone, styli, 
cartridge case 




touchscreens and 

voice-controlled 

gaming 




Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


Options available 


PlayStation 


AC adapter, AC 


Battery charger, 


N/A 


Those who want to 




PlayStation 




for UMDs, Inter- 


Portable titles 


power cord, 


traveler case, 




enjoy gaming as well 




Network mem- 




net, and video 




battery pack, video 


memory cards, 




as movies, photos, 




bership 




downloads 




rental through 
PlayStation Network 


A/V cable, AC 
adapter, car 
adapter 




and music when 
they're on the go 
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Accessories & Services 



he gaming experience goes beyond the game it- 
self — you need the right console peripherals and 
the best just-in-case services. We've compiled a list 



HEADSETS 

Use a hands-free headset to enhance your gaming experi- 
ence by planning strategies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is designed to communicate 
with your gaming console; Bluetooth headsets will be com- 
patible with most game consoles 
Consider noise-canceling headsets with echo-minimizing 
microphones so you can hear and be heard clearly 

WIRELESS PLAY-AND-CHARGE KIT 



Enjoy continuous gameplay as your controller recharges 
wirelessly, without the hassle of cords 
Look for a play-and-charge kit that includes a power-gauge 
dashboard so you can keep track of your controller's bat- 
tery status 

USB DEVICES 

A USB media hub featuring a memory card reader will 
let you connect other USB devices (MP3 players, portable 
gaming devices, etc.) to your game console 
Use a USB rechargeable battery pack to charge the Li-Ion 
battery for guitar controllers 



WIRELESS CONTROLLER 

( > Bluetooth technology lets you play while also having the 

freedom to move around 
O Some controllers use traditional AAA batteries to sustain 

your playing time 

< > Find the best design for your grip: ergonomic or traditional 

v 

GAMING KEYBOARD 



Adding a keyboard can help game efficiency— type in text 
codes and chat with other players quickly 
Look for a model with a touchpad so you can easily scroll 
around the game display 




of some of the must-have accessories that will only en- 
hance your gameplay, so be sure to remember these 
items for the next trip to your local CE retailer. 133 

MUSIC CONTROLLER ACCESSORIES - 



f 



* > Add a heavy-duty bass pedal to your gaming drum set to 

replace your standard pedal 
^ A tripod microphone stand will make your song-based 

games more true-to-life 

Extra cymbals for your rock drum kit will give you more 

freedom to express musical ability 



EXTERNAL MEMORY 

O External hard drives, USB drives, or memory cards back up 
your in-progress games 

O When additional memory is connected to live (online) 
games, you can save gaming content and downloads 

O The more memory you have, the more games and down- 
loads you'll be able to store 

v 

RACING WHEELS 



i > A gaming steering wheel puts the virtual racing experience 
directly in your hands 

O A comfortable, accurate wheel should give you more con- 
trol with turns, braking and acceleration 

< > Be sure to purchase a racing wheel that's compatible with 
your particular gaming console 



GAMING SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer provides some helpful services, both 
in-home and in-store, to enhance your gaming console. 
Specifically, the professionals can set up online connections, 
install system updates, and transfer data to a gaming 
storage device. 

Online account configuration 

Console system updates 

Stream media from a PC to a gaming console 

Connect a console to a home-theater center 
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GLIMPSE AROUND THE CORNER 



A Peek At The Digital Future 




kZ 



THAT CAN 

HD VDI 



lYIii 








nlike their point- 
and-shoot counter- 
parts, D-SLR (digital 
single-lens reflex) 
cameras allow pho- 
tographers full con- 
trol over their photo 
results, helping them snap high-quality 
shots thanks to advanced camera fea- 
tures, such as larger image sensors and 
interchangeable lenses. 

In addition to taking images with true- 
to-life color and clarity, some D-SLRs 
have added another advanced tech- 
nology to the mix with the capabili- 
ty to record high-definition video. 
Sometimes called HD-SLRs, these cam- 
eras have progressed to include the 
same HD movie mode that's become 
popular on some digital point-and- 
shoot cameras. 

The Best Of Both Worlds 

A D-SLR with the hybrid ability to 
shoot photos and HD video gives you 
more options to capture special mo- 
ments than ever before. You can take 
dozens of photos at your son's 10th 
birthday party, but to really capture 
the excitement, with the press of a 



button you can easily switch your D- 
SLR to video mode and record the ac- 
tion when your son tears into his gifts 
with excitement. 

Recording HD video with a D-SLR isn't a 
complicated operation. Most D-SLRs 
feature a mode dial that you can rotate 
to select a specific camera setting, such 
as auto, manual, playback, or video. 
Oftentimes, a D-SLR's video mode is de- 
noted on the dial as a camcorder icon. 
Simply turn the camera's dial to the 
video mode and press down the shutter 
release (the button you use to snap 
photos) to instantly start recording 
video in HD. 

D-SLRs with HD capabilities can record 
in either 720p or 1080p video resolu- 
tions. The difference between 720p and 
1080p is the number of horizontal lines 
of pixels that are used to create a single 
frame of video, so a camera that can 
record in 1080p will film video that's 
more detailed than a camera with a 
720p resolution. The "p" indicates that 
the video is captured in progressive 
scan, and that means that all 720 or 
1,080 lines of video are captured all at 
once, rather than every other frame. The 
result is a clearer picture. Many camera 
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models allow you to configure specific 
video settings, such as selecting an HD 
resolution (if possible) and enabling or 
disabling audio recording via a video 
settings menu. 

Just like the photos you shoot on a 
regular D-SLR, an HD-SLR's video is 
recorded onto a memory card that's in- 
serted in the camera. The type of 
memory card you use depends on your 
camera's model, but many HD-SLRs use 
high-capacity cards, such as SDHC, that 
read and write data faster than other 
memory card types. Because HD videos 
can take up a lot of storage space on a 
memory card, you'll need to purchase a 
memory card that's large enough to 
store your recordings. A 16GB memory 
card can store approximately 50 min- 
utes of 1080p HD video or one hour and 
15 minutes of video in 720p. 

Create High-Definition 
Memories 

Unlike camcorders, the lens on a D-SLR 
can be replaced with a variety of lenses 
that can help you achieve different re- 
sults in your recordings. Equipping your 
HD-SLR with a macro lens will enable 
you to take up-close videos of your cat's 
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new litter of kittens and create a greater 
depth of field (how much of the back- 
ground blurs in order to make your sub- 
ject stand out). Using a telephoto lens 
gives you zooming capabilities that 
most digital camcorders don't have, so 
you can stand back and record the an- 
tics of the animals at your local nature 
reserve from a distance, without dis- 
rupting them. 

Once you've snapped shots and re- 
corded high-definition video memories, 
you have a couple of options to imme- 
diately play back your raw footage. 
Many D-SLRs with HD recording capa- 
bilities can be connected directly to 



your HDTV with a mini-HDMI cable or 
your computer. 

If you're feeling creative, you can con- 
nect your camera to your computer 
via the included USB cable and edit 
your HD videos with video-editing 
software to create fun home videos 
that tie all of your movie clips to- 
gether. Most video-editing software 
lets you add transitions, such as dis- 
solving between movie clips, helping 
you create a professional, polished feel. 
Depending on which video-editing 
software you use, other options may 
include adding video titles, music, and 
sound effects. Once you've created a 



home movie, you can burn your proj- 
ect to a DVD or BD to share with fam- 
ily and friends. You can also share your 
HD footage with others by uploading 
your videos to an HD-supported Web 
site, such as YouTube. 

Pictures Plus Videos 

D-SLRs with HD video-recording capa- 
bilities give you the ability to take stun- 
ning still photos and instantly switch 
modes to shoot crisp HD video, so you 
can capture every moment in a memo- 
rable way. 123 

by Kris Glaser 



Nikon's D5000 D-SLR 

For those who want a D-SLR that can pull double duty 
capturing both still images and HD videos with sound, 
Nikon's D5000 ($849.95; www.nikon.com) can get the 
job done. With a 12.3MP image sensor, you'll not 
only create detailed and colorful images, but you'll / 

also be able to shoot 720p video at 24 frames per / 
second with D-Movie Mode. / 

Shooting video is easy because the Nikon 
D5000 has a 2.7-inch Vari-angle LCD that can \ 

swivel up and down to give you a variety of 
shooting angles. Hold the D5000 above your head 
in a crowd and use the LCD to frame a video of a 
rock concert's opening act. The Vari-angle screen 




makes snoot 



; video more convenient because you can see 



exactly what you're recording without h; 



; to put your 



Nikon D5000 D-SLR I $849.95 I www.nikon.com 
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Unofficially, summer's end is marked by Labor Day, but if you want to get really technical, it's 

not over until the autumnal equinox on Sept. 22. Regardless, there's still some time left for 

you to get out and enjoy the warm weather with a little bit of CE. Here are some ideas from 

Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) to help you commemorate the end of the season. 
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Grace Digital 900MHz 
Wireless Speaker 

Take a dunk in the pool 
one more time with 
your tunes. 
$149.99 





Currie Technologies 
E-Zip Women's 
Electric Bike 

Take an easy summer- 
time ride through the 
neighborhood. 
$499.99 
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Charbroil 

Patio Caddie 

Electric Grill 

** Who needs 

charcoal when 

you've got 

an electrical 

outlet? 

II $169.99 




FujiFilm FinePix 
Z33WP 

Capture some great 
memories at the 
water park. 
$179.99 
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Boss Marine 60W x 4 Apple iPod- 
ready In-Dash Marine Receiver 

Hit some waves and rock in your boat. 
$175.99 



Virgin Mobile 
Broadband2Go 
Wireless USB 
card 

Tackle your bills on- 
line while the kids 
build sandcastles. 
$149.99 




Since 1979, Sandhills Publishing has produced publications covering technology beginning with 

the introduction of Processor, Over the years, the company has developed a complete line of computing 

publications, encompassing Smart Computing, PC Today, Computer Power User, and First Glimpse. 

Our plain-english approach has served audiences well for 30 years, ensuring they receive 

accurate and unbiased technology information to meet their needs. 
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